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Left, MIR Pre-Election Coordination Advised 
33480001c Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 
18 Aug 88 p AS 


{Commentary by Rodolfo San Martin Rollano: “The 
Dilemma of the Left’’] 


[Text] All indications are that Congress will decide who 
becomes president in the 1989 elections; no one will 
achieve 51 percent, and none of the 4 potential political 
forces will exceed 25 percent. And even this figure will be 
reached only if (and in this order): 


a) ADN [Nationalist Democratic Action] picks a running 
mate for Banzer who has a democratic, antidictatoriai 
image and who tries to convince the (nonmilitary, non- 
business) electorate that the former dictator’s “bang- 
bang” watch no longer works and that over the past 6 
years the people have gotten used to being woken up 
every morning with a pleasant “‘ding-dong”’ from a watch 
made in Switzerland or Japan (where there just happen 
to be no military coups). It would seem that ADN has its 
eyes on Sanchez de Lozada, unless the MNR [Nationalist 
Revolutionary Movement] convention rules him out. 
For obvious reasons Goni would be ideal; 


b) The MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left] 
continues to jazz up its slates with “celebrities” from the 
academic, literary and radio world (players on loan) and 
keeps up its lavish use of sophisticated publicity spon- 
sored by Social Democracy, off which it feeds; 


c) The left becomes convinced that unless it unites, it will 
wind up becoming another PIR [Party of the Revolution- 
ary Left]; two or more parties or fronts in the campaign 
will bring a dispersion of its confused and frustrated 
social base; 


d) The MNR uses its old Mexican PRI-style tactics, and 
its activists do not disband, as happened in December, 
when some frustrated local bosses voted for the Red 
mayors; those who are nostalgic for the movement 
realize that they have no one to replace the “chief,” who 
made sure of that himself. 


The left’s dilemma is what to do when it has to decide 
between Banzer and Paz Zamora. Unless the left is 
masochistic or is fond of golden exile, which it is not, it 
will vote for the former. It has no choice but to vote for 
the ‘“‘gamecocks” [the symbol of the MIR]. So then, if at 
this point the left has identified the ““main enemy,” why 
doesn’t it include the MIR in its tactics now that the 
conditions are present for a basic accord on overriding 
issues and even for a platform accord on strategy? For 
example, a “nonaggression”’ pact during the election 
campaign, because this business of hitting the two-party 
coalition hard but the MIR not as hard is disappointing 
to much of the far from politicized electorate, which 
winds up voting for the most consistent group, in this 
case the right. Second, they must join forces to monitor 
the elections and prevent fraud, at which the old foxes 
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are past masters. Lastly, they must carry on a joint 
campaign on issues like the eradication of the [word 
illegible], the trial of Garcia Meza and the foreign debt, 
where they are on common ground. 


The left also has a dilemma in that it does not know 
whether “to stop Banzer”’ or “to stop the gamecock,” 
and as things now stand on the continent (we should 
learn from Ecuador), Social Democracy is not the main 
enemy today. It could be the arm of imperialism, but at 
present it is an orthopedic arm that at least has not 
served either Reagan or his messianic arms-buildup 
programs. [he disarmament accords in the Old World 
are due to the Social Democrats’ pressures on the United 
States. The Rambos may have impressed young people 
frustrated about Vietnam, but Europe has not allowed 
itself to be impressed in the direction of a new star war. 


If the left as a whole regards including the MIR in a joint 
project as “ideological heresy,” then at least it has to 
consider a policy for dealing with this party correctly. It 
is news to no one that if Banzer is elected, the ashes of 
the MIR’s social base will be no different from the ashes 
of the left as a whole. They should not fool themselves 
into thinking that they can “stop” the former dictator 
just with good intentions. 


The point is not just to apply the model begun in 1971 
more harshly. The point is political survival. This ts a 
correct, realistic inte: pretation. It means retreating a few 
steps sO as not to be run over, but it does not mean 
capitulating. It would even be invigorating for the left to 
give up its pompous “star-studded” approach by sup- 
porting a project with a safer candidate. The MIR is not 
the bourgeoisie; it is not private enterprise; it is not the 
ruling class. Therefore, it ought to think about its social 
base, which includes miners and the middle class poor 
besides its self-satisfied technocracy. 


Unless the left makes a serious effort to resolve its 
dilemmas, the MNR will waste no time in appropriating 
the left’s initiatives. Motete Zamora’s FRI [Revolution- 
ary Front of the Left] has already done so as a beach- 
head, and the Trotskyoid veneer must not be allowed to 
win out because of an underestimation of the fascist drift 
of the current process. 


Armed Forces Chief on Politics, Economy 


Income Redistribution Urged 
33480001a Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 
8 Aug 88 pp Al, A4 


[Text] La Paz, 7 Aug (ANF)—Bolivia needs a compre- 
hensive political accord to achieve a better distribution 
of income and provide the minimum vital access to the 
material possessions that make labor productivity possi- 
ble, stated the commander in chief of the nation’s Armed 
Forces, Gen Jorge Rodriguez Bravo. 
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He made these remarks during the ceremony of the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, which was held in the 
Gualberto Viallaroel Army Military College this Sunday. 
The ceremony was attended by the nation’s chief execu- 
tive, the vice president of the republic, cabinet ministers, 
presidents of the legislative chambers, the military high 
command, diplomatic representatives and military 
attaches from other countries. 


On this occasion the Armed Forces commander said that 
it was necessary to find “formulas for participation, with 
generous input from the greatest number of experts, 
technicians and scientists, men capable of assuring calm 
for our long-suffering community.” 


To this end, he added, what is required is a political 
accord that paves the way for serious, harmonious and 
well-conceived planning that first of all secures the 
complete recovery of the mechanisms of production, 
which must be entrusted to a sound, honest and capable 
administration.“ 


“Let intelligence, suitable training and moral experience 
be the reference points for selecting groups -f people to 
make possible the signing of a pact that will commit the 
support of all parties and social organizations and bring 
about a reasonably long truce to implement valid solu- 
tions to overcome the multiple complications besetting 
the nation,” he indicated. 


Rodriguez also said that the institutional, organizational 
regime must be adapted and lent vigor, starting by 
encouraging “‘a national project, whose groundwork is 
regarded by the School of High National Studies as an 
interesting initiative that could help in studying some 
reforms and however many organizational and structural 
modifications must be made.” 


While emphasizing the government’s successful effort to 
stem the hyperinflation that the country was experienc- 
ing, he criticized the “direct, capricious” opposition 
“that prevented contacts from being made to confront 
the crisis and precluded the possibi! ty of an exchange of 
ideas and the offering of solutions.” 


Moreover, in statemenis to the press the commander in 
chief of the Armed Forces spoke about his sector’s 
budgetary problems, indicating that the cutback in funds 
earmarked for the military has meant that the programs 
scheduled for this year will not be able to start up. 


Nevertheless, he said that work is proceeding on the 
theoretical drafting of the programs, which are being 
scaled back in accordance with the funds that are cur- 
rently available, and he expressed his desire for a change 
in this situation next year. 


He also said that the United States would be asked to 
increase cooperation under the so-called military aid 
program that it offers. 
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He stated that the visit by the U.S. delegation could 
possibly lead to some contacts with the military chiefs in 
it, not only to ask for aid but also to exchange ideas. 


Military’s Political Designs Noted 
33480001a La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 
9 Aug 88 p 3 


(Editorial: “Politics and Armed Forces”) 


[Text] The commander in chief of the Armed Forces 
delivered a speech of predominantly political content 
during the pledging of allegiance to the flag. Comments 
on domestic affairs or direct proposals for running the 
government had not been heard from the lips of a 
military chief in some time, perhaps because the Armed 
Forces chiefs feared that their judgments would be 
interpreted as “‘warnings,”’ which in the recent past have 
translated into reckless coups that the people have 
rejected and still seem willing to reject. 


The military now seems to have a renewed interest in the 
political affairs that are the direct, albeit not exclusive, 
responsibility of the parties within the pluralist political 
interplay of the democratic system that we have chosen 
as a form of government. 


When Latin America was militarized, the theory that the 
Armed Forces were deliberative in nature was upheld to 
explain their incursion into the political arena and to 
justify dictatorships. Later, the principle that they do not 
deliberate and are strictly the guardians of external and 
internal security, subject to the provisions of the consti- 
tution, was brought back. 


The Armed Forces are a real factor of power. Without 
their cooperation it would be impossible to guarantee the 
stability of any regime, much less of a democratic 
system. 


Nonetheless, the involvement of military personnel in 
the performance of political tasks is dangerous because it 
vitiaies the nature of their specific functions, encourages 
interests of a varying nature that are commonly divorced 
from the general welfare and fuels personal appetites that 
lead to autocratic and totalitarian escapades. 


A threat to the republic’s institutions cannot be deduced 
from the speech in question, but it is noteworthy how 
often in recent times military chiefs have spoken out on 
the domestic political situation in the form of analysis, 
critique and proposal. The commander in chief of the 
Armed Forces has clearly taken a stand in favor of ar 
understanding among political forces upon which a 
technocratic regime can rest and that can design a 
national project “whose foundations have been consid- 
ered by the School of High National Studies.” This 
remark is an announcement that the Armed Forces 
intend to regain a space for action in Bolivian politics. 
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Meddling Called Dangerous 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 
12 Aug 88 p A4 


[Editorial: “The Mission of the Armed Forces”’] 


[Text] The statements by the commander in chief of the 
Armed Forces have been the subject of diverse commen- 
tary on the Bolivian scene. During the pledge of alle- 
giance ceremony at the Military College in the city of La 
Paz he said that the need to find formulas for participa- 
tion with generous input from the greatest number of 
experts, technicians and scientists, men capable of assur- 
ing calm for our long-suffering community, requires a 
political accord that will pave the way for serious, 
harmonious and well-conceived planning that first of all 
will achieve the complete recovery of the mechanisms of 
production, which must be entrusted to a sound, honcst 
and capable administration. 


These remarks, among others that would be in keeping 
with the freedom of opinion enshrined i our constitu- 
tion, prompted our colleague PRESENCIA in La Paz to 
call attention to how often in recent times military chiefs 
have spoken out on the domestic political situation in 
the form of analysis, critique and proposal. 


The issue is indeed complex, if under the constitution 
the nation’s Armed Forces do not deliberate and have no 
reason to peer into political controversies or develop- 
ments. 


In the case at hand the statements by the commander in 
chief of the Armed Forces, although they could very well 
be patriotic, prompt marked perplexity because they are 
very subtly in tune with the dangerous meddling of 
active-duty military personnel (as has happened in the 
past) in affairs, problems and issues that are the exclu- 
sive responsibility of government officials. political bod- 
ies Or Organizations created for that purpose. 


Regardless of the respect that all citizens and the nation 
in general have had and will continue to have for the 
Armed Forces, it is indispensable to establish that milli- 
tary dictatorships have not always been auspicious for 
the life of the nation in spite of the idols that have 
emerged from revolutionary coups and in the minds of 
their hired panegyrists. 


We must not forget that as the most respectable institu- 
tion in service to the homeland and to constitutional 
guarantees, the Armed Forces have a specific role to play 
in organizing their regular troops in defense of our 
institutions and national sovereignty. 


Aside from their tasks of military training to prevent 
disorder and anarchy, under the provisions of the law, 
the Armed Forces are called upon to play a prominent 
role along the border and in building roadways, as in 
other countries that are in the process of national devel- 
opment and integration. 
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Bolivia will always be proud of its Armed Forces, as is 
the case at present, if they defend the republic’s political 
constitution and laws as true guarantors of the rule of 
institutional law. 


In conclusion, we must not overlook that the Defense 
Ministry is the legal channel or interpreter of the mili- 
tary’s needs and of its suggestions that are useful to the 
Bolivian community. 


Mining Resources Could Reactivate Economy 
33480001b La Paz HOY in Spanish 5 Aug 88 p 2 


(Editorial: “Mine Rehabilitation Projects”’] 


[Text] We find it praiseworthy that in the midst of the 
efforts to reactivate our economy, eyes are again being 
turned to mining. Our natives have been extracting 
mineral resources from the subsoil since precolonial 
days. They were highly advanced in finding and wor’. ing 
gold. After the conquistadors had completed the first 
Stage in their domination of the land and human coi- 
munities, they devoted themselves feverishly to exploit- 
ing the resources of the subsoil. 


The most pronounced feature of our society was the 
exploration and exploitation of mines, around which 
grew up cities and centers of great commercial and 
industrial importance. Agriculture lived off trade with 
the mines. The influence of the countryside grew as the 
activities and wealth of the mining regions expanded. 


We are saying this because it bears remembering that the 
growth and development of the mining industry have 
always been in direct relation to progress in farming. 
Wherever mining wealth increases, crops soon expand 
and herds of sheep, hogs and wool-bearing animals grow, 
not to mention domestic animals such as poultry and 
others. 


If today we are having difficulty boosting farm produc- 
tion, it is because the peasant farmer does not have the 
funds that the miners do, whether in small or large 
enterprises. As the development of mineral deposits is 
promoted, farming will be bolstered. Thus, it is welcome 
news that the Mining Corporation of Bolivia has seen fit 
to rehabilitate the Tatasi mining region (to which end it 
has turned to the National Fund of Mine Exploration) to 
hasten the efforts to accumulate reserves of silver and 
lead in that district. 


The discussions among various institutions, including 
the Mining Cooperation Group, and the actions taken to 
start up this well-known mine seem excellent to us, and 
we consider them an example that ought to be followed 
elsewhere. By rehabilitating the mines we are also reac- 
tivating the countryside. Hence, this is an effective way 
to bring complementary growth to vast areas. 
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There is varied activity in the institutions that have to do 
with mining. Thus, the Exploration Fund has been 
integrating increasingly with the metalworking sector, 
and consequently it does not seem unlikely that it will 
sign contracts with the Quechisla Subsidiary Enterprise 
to boost mineral reserves at the aforementioned Tatasi 
mine. What seems more important right now is cutting 
production costs. To this end, there is no lack of either 
technical advice or past experiences that brought disar- 
ray and discredit to the nationalized mines. Today we 
finally seem to have realized that discipline on the job 
and adherence to technical systems yield results that 
could lead to a true rebirth of the industry. 


An enterprise that takes advantage of the excellent 
capabilities of our technicians and workers can improve 
to the extent of becoming a model. There is nothing that 
the country needs more at present than export capacity, 
which could come precisely from mining efforts. The 
executives and the authorities, not the mountains or the 
tunnels, are to blame for the mismanagement of the 
mining regions. Once they are started up again under 
good directors, things will improve greatly. 


Editorials Stress ‘-nportance of Sea Access 


Presidential Candidates Urged To Take a Stand 
33480213d Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 
6 Aug 88 p A4 


[Text] One of the preliminary presidential candidates of 
the Revolutionary Nationalist Movement (MNR), Nuflo 
Chavez Ortiz, who also served as ambassador from our 
country in Lima, has made some disparaging remarks to 
LOS TIEMPOS regarding the efforts of Foreign Minister 
Guillermo Bedregal Gutierrez in the maritime dispute 
with Chile. The negotiations culminated with the gov- 
ernment junta’s rejection of the proposals contained in 
foreign minister’s memorandums of 18 April 1987. 


Dr Chavez Ortiz warned Foreign Minister Bedregal 
Gutierrez of the failure of the vertical approach, which 
marked a “setback for our strategy of demanding access 
to the sea,” when he was informed of the way the MNR 
government intended to deal with the maritime dispute. 


The criticism of the foreign minister, which has recently 
been conducted in public, reveals the differences of 
opinion within the MNR leadership regarding Bolivia’s 
iandlocked status. These differences are clearly reflected 
in the position maintained by other former MNR foreign 
ministers, who did not pursue international policies 
independent of the executive branch’s policy. 


It is obvious that the foreign ministers of the various 
MNR governments followed the guidelines indicated by 
the executive branch in the governments of Drs Victor 
Paz Estenssoro, Hernan Siles Zuazo, Walter Guevara 
Arze, and Mrs Lidia Gueiler. 
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The MNR’s policy in the maritime negotiations (except 
during the short government of Dr Guevara Arze) did 
not achieve any positive results, but merely obtained 
support from friendly nations for Bolivia’s demand for 
access to the sea. As the constitutional government of Dr 
V. Paz Estenssoro reaches the end of its term, the 
negotiations with Chile are going nowhere. There is no 
indication in the short term that Bolivia will be able to 
exercise its right to regain sovereign access to the Pacific. 


Some internationalists in the MNR, such as Jorge Esco- 
bari Cusicanqui, Alvaro Perez del Castillo, Valentin 
Abecia Baldivieso, and others who have criticized the 
results of the “Charana embrace” of 1975, are now 
refraining from expressing any opinion in public at the 
conclusion of the negotiations between Foreign Minis- 
ters Bedregal Gutierrez and Jaime del Valle. The consis- 
tency of Dr Escobari Cusicanqui should be noted, how- 
ever, aside from any diplomatic or advisory function. 


Former President Walter Guevara Arze, who served as 
foreign minister in MNR governments before his rift 
with Dr V. Paz Estenssoro, reiterates his “Ariquist” 
position in his book “X-ray of the Negotiations with 
Chile.” The book was first published in 1978, and an 
expanded second edition has been released. 


The parties and their candidates have failed to include in 
their election platforms any clear position on the centu- 
ry-old problem of our demand for a corridor to the sea; 
they merely repeat utopian pronouncements. It is no 
longer possible to resort to this comfortable and ambig- 
uous expedient, thanks to the stand taken by another 
preliminary presidential candidate, Dr Chavez Ortiz. He 
suggests that a position must be taken on such a contro- 
versial issue. 


Perhaps some guidelines will be contained in the mes- 
sage-report that the president of the republic will read 
today at the opening session of the legislature, when he 
refers to internatio .al policy. 


Recourse to International Organizations Stressed 
33480213d La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 
22 Aug 88 p 3 


[Text] All the countries in the world, except Chile, of 
course, recognize Bolivia’s right to regain its access to the 
sea. At some point, we must find a peaceful solution to 
this century-old problem within the framework of inter- 
national justice, for the sake of strong neighborly ties 
between bordering countries that face similar obstacles 
to their development. 


The latest contact between Bolivia and Chile, which took 
place at the Foreign Ministry in Montevideo in May 
1987, concluded with the arrogant response of a high- 
ranking Chilean military official. The response, which 
was later confirmed by the Chilean head of state, said in 
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so many words that Chile has no pending business with 
Bolivia. Thus, the three alternative solutions proposed 
by the Bolivian foreign minister to his Chilean counter- 
part were simply rejected. 


This new experience in negotiations, which failed as on 
previous occasions due to the bad faith of the other side, 
caused us to reflect on the mistake we made in falling 
naively into the trap, so cleverly laid by the adversary, of 
the bilateral approach. It also showed us that we should 
not abandon the multilateral approach, because this case 
is relevant to all of Latin America, and it is within that 
system that a just solution must be found to free Bolivia 
from the isolation to which it has been subjected ever 
since the aggressive war of 1879. 


Three international forums at the highest level will soon 
include Bolivia’s maritime problem on their agendas: the 
nonaligned countries meeting in Cyprus on 6 September, 
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the General Assembly of the United Nations in New 
York on 26 September, and the Assembly of the Orga- 
nization of American States in October. 


The resolutions approved at these three gatherings will 
do a lot for our cause, but we should not be satisfied with 
what is accomplished at meetings of this type. Bolivia’s 
right to regain access to the sea demands ongoing diplo- 
miatic action and a public relations campaign throughout 
the world to expose the historical falsehoods contained 
in Chilean propaganda. 


The maritime problem should be highlighted as the most 
important point in any government program, and should 
be given maximum priority in our foreign policy. We 
also need continuity and firmness in our proposals so 
that we do not repeat the errors that have delayed the 
exercise of our legitimate right to the usurped coastline. 
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Equipment, Personnel Problems at Moa Nickel 
Piant Described 

32480004 Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 30 

22 Jul 88 pp 50-53 


[Text] For more than 12 years an enterprise in Moa has 
suffered a torture similar to that of the Corinthian hero 
Sisyphus, who according to Greek mythology was con- 
demned to push an enormous rock up a mountain 
forever, only to see it roll back down every time that he 
neared the top. 


Since 1976, the year that construction began, the Com- 
mander Ernesto “Che” Guevara nickel plant has stum- 
bled, moved ahead and slid back again until finally, in 
the latter months of 1987, it began to produce its first 
tons of nickel oxide. 


But whereas the torment of Sisyphus arose from the 
divine will of Zeus, the causes of this enterprise’s history 
of ups and downs are earthly. 


The considerable delays in the as yet unfinished process 
of adjusting and starting up the industry are due, among 
other things, to the severe shortcomings in the quality of 
the construction and assembly, which are caused mainly 
by a lack of technological and labor discipline, and poor 
utilization of material and human resources. 


One of the most recent upshots of such problems came 
late last March in the area of the crushers, as the room 
with the panel for automatically controlling the transpor- 
tation of the ore collapsed. In a matter of seconds all of 
the electronic equipment was gone, and the labor and 
materials that were put into the construction of the 
facility were wiped out. 


Nevertheless, in spite of this calamity and others, the 
plant is now humming, spurred on by the innovative 
efforts of Cuban and Soviet workers, technicians and 
engineers. 


The start of production does not mean that the battle has 
been won, of course. This is just the beginning, which, 
moreover, is quite ticklish. While the construction and 
assembly work continues, the plant is taking on a pro- 
duction quota that for the time being is very demanding: 
10,000 tons of nickel plus cobalt, one-third of the fac- 
tory’s projected capacity. 


Can the Commander Ernesto “Che” Guevara plant 
really meet this quota? An examination of the current 
situation reveals the arguments for and against. 


The Heart of the Factory 
Of the many plants that make up the enterprise, the 


reducing furnaces plant is the focus of general attention. 
Considered the heart of the factory, it is where the 
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biggest and most important part of the technological 
process takes place: the reduction or conversion of the 
nickel oxide present in the natural ore into metallic 
nickel. 


It is, moreover, the area where working conditions are 
the harshest. There are only two colors inside: black, 
from the dust that covers everything, including the 
workers, and red, from the flames that shoot out of the 
small openings in the furnaces. 


The first of the three blocks that the plant will have (each 
with eight furnaces) went on line in early 1988 but is not 
being used at full capacity. If the pace of the first 4 
months of the year were to be maintained, the factory 
would fall far short of its goal, even if the productivity 
and efficiency of the first line of furnaces increases. 


Therefore, bringing the second block into production 
plays a decisive role in the strategy that has been charted 
to meet the production quota of 10,000 tons of nickel. 
Two new furnaces began operating in late May, and the 
other six will go on line gradually before August. 


Nonetheless, there are obstacles that could cause further 
setbacks for the Moan giant and that demand all of the 
workers’ tenacity and ingenuity to resolve them. 


Conflicts and Controversies 


The reducing furnaces area has possibly been the most 
conflict ridden during the adjustment and start-up stage. 
It includes a plant that produces reducing gas from 
petroleum; after it was installed, it was of no use. 


After this setback, a decision was made to replace it with 
less complex technology: the indispensable gas would be 
obtained from anthracite. But since the design and 
construction of the new plant took time and the factory 
had to be started up, Cubans and Soviets made several 
modifications in the first line of furnaces in order to 
temporarily use another reducing agent: additive petro- 
leum. 


The application of this technology, which is employed in 
only one other factory in the world, in Australia, entails 
entering an almost unknown field with a furnace plant 
designed to work with reducing gas, not additive petro- 
leum. 


An interesting controversy has arisen among specialists 
as to the potential of this innovation. All agree, however, 
that it is still too early to draw definitive conclusions, 
because although it has opened the door to production, it 
has not yet enabled the plant to achieve the indices of 
efficiency (percentage of nickel extracted) and produc- 
tivity that are envisaged for the furnaces. So far the 
prospects are for a compromise: a combination of reduc- 
ing gas and additive petroleum. 
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While the Soviet Union prepares to supply the gas plant 
with anthracite, the nickel machine enterprise in Moa is 
manufacturing provisional gas producers at full speed to 
promote the use of this technology, which is better 
known, safer and more efficient than the technology of 
additive petroleum. The first six were delivered on 
International Workers Day, and another six are sup- 
posed to be ready by the end of July. 


Pablo Virgili, an electromechanical engineer and inves- 
tor, says that this is a valuable initiative but clarifies that 
there are delays in the assembly of the producers, which 
will not go on line in August as had been expected. 


The first tests will be conducted in October, he adds, if 
the problems with the supply of various items, such as 
the gas-conveyance fans, the compensators and the 
instrumentation, are resoived. 


The Furnaces “Purn Up” 


Although the situation has improved notably in 1988, 
there are still regular leakages of the ore because of the 
poor quality of the inside lining of the furnaces and the 
troubles with the rotary conveyor system and the mixer, 
among other problems. 


Guillermo Mendez, who has spent 42 years next to the 
reducing furnaces at the Nicaro nickel plant, has a great 
deal to contribute as an adviser at the Commander 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara plant. 


“There are serious difficulties with combustion in the 
furnace chambers,” he asserts. “It is inconceivable that 7 
days after repairs they are again half full of slag, which 
causes holes in the walls.” 


The arms of the furnaces, which revolve and move the 
ore that is being subjected to high temperatures, are 
another major problem. 


“They often break,” says Mendez, “because of their poor 
quality. They ought to be made of a single piece, not 
soldered together as they are. Moreover, when they come 
with foundry problems, we ought to reject them, not fill 
thern with solder and use them, as is also improperly 
being done.” 


Mendez indicates that the arms that are being installed 
are not properly fastened to the central axle of the 
furnaces, which causes damage to both pieces of equip- 
ment. 


Youth Is a Divine Gift, But... 


Ic is a well-known fact that a person’s worth is gauged by 
his talent, skills, efforts and human qualities, which are 
not determined by age. But it is also true that although 
daring and get up and go are more closely associated with 


CUBA 


youth, as a worker matures he gains the experience that 
is essential to the functioning of an industry as complex 
as the Commander Ernesto ““Che” Guevara plant. 


Many of the mistakes made during the assembly and 
start-up of the factory are due to the lack of appropriate 
technological discipline, which is closely linked to the 
absence of professional seasoning. 


The average age of the more than 4,300 workers, tech- 
nicians and engineers in the industry is 25, and most of 
them do not have previous work experience; some have 
not even gone through the enterprise’s training school. 


Although they have learned quite a bit in spite of the 
“headers” they have taken, the technological discipline 
is far from rigorous, and not, as a matter of fact, because 
of the lack of tenacity and courage, which they have 
displayed in abundance, especially in recent times. 


An illustrative incident took place in the reducing fur- 
naces plant. One of the many innovative young people 
who had been rewarded for his novel solution to a 
problem that had halted production was, in contrast, 
admonished on a subsequent occasion because of a 
leakage of ore that took place when he violated an 
elementary maintenance procedure. 


It also often happens that the chief mechanic at a plant ts 
prevented by a lack of experience from demanding that 
certain requirements be met in making a repair. 


A group of veteran workers from the Commander Rene 
Ramos Latour enterprise in Nicaro was recently brought 
into the plant to strike a balance. They were headed by 
Demetrio Presilla, the engineer who many feel knows the 
most about the nickel industry in Cuba. 


This team of experts is providing important technical aid 
and helping to create and develop rational work habits 
among the plant’s young personnel. 


Perhaps, though, it would be useful to look into the 
possibility of giving the advisers more decision-making 
power, because at times they are limited to assessing 
work that has already been done and to indicating the 
mistakes that have been made. If they played a more 
dynamic role, they could be of more help in preventing 
slipups. 


To Be or Not To Be 


The period of chaos seems to have past, and although the 
difficulties in this case turned out to be more severe than 
normal, they are still part and parcel of the process of 
adjusting and starting up a factory. 


The harsh experience that has been gained during the 
unfinished struggle to start up the machines must now 
become one of the enterprise’s main trump cards. 
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The maturity that has been achieved will be gauged when 
the enterprise con‘ronts the problems that may arise 
during the start-up of the second and third blocks of 
furnaces and the completion of the leaching, washing 
and drying plants. 


Other goals that will put the workers to the test are the 
readaptation of the furnaces to the technology of the 
reducing gas and the search for production stability. 


The experience of the group from Nicaro should also 
have quite a bit of influence on the course that the 
enterprise takes. The most encouraging sign, however, 
has been the collective enthusiasm, the willingness to 
work and the pride in the factory, which have been 
widespread ever since the first cartload of nickel left the 
plant. 


The gradual decline in personnel turnover from 41.3 
percent in 1984 to 20.3 percent last year shows that the 
workers and technicians are becoming a more perma- 
nent labor force, and the marked improvement in human 
services also has something to do with this. 


The situation remains tense, difficult, however. Will the 
workers at the Commander Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
plant be able tc produce 10,000 tons of nickel during its 
first year of operation? Will Sisyphus’ rock roll back 
down again? This is a question that is being answered in 
Punta Gorda, amid the dust and sweat of mines, facto- 
ries and shops. 


Statistics on Drunk Driving Violations, License 
Suspensions 

32480002a Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 
20 Aug 88 p 2 


[Article by Rodolfo Torres] 


[Text] Throughout the country, 340 drivers have had 
their driver’s licenses suspended for 90 days to a year for 
violating Article 79 of Law 60 of the Highway and 
Traffic Code. 


CUBA 


Drivers fui the Ministries of Agriculture, Transporta- 
tica, Sugar, Construction, and People’s Government, as 
wll as those working for the provincial offices of those 
ag2ncies, violated this article (in that they drove after 
Grinking aicoholic beverages) more frequently than any- 
one else. 


By province, the number of drivers found to have 
alcohol on their breath breaks down as follows: Havana 
102, Las Tunas 54, Villa Clara 50, Granma 26, Cien- 
fuegos and Camaguey 21, Havana Province 17, Sancti 
Spiritus !1, Santiago de Cuba 8, Matanzas 7, and Ciego 
de Avila and Guantanamo 2. 


The Traffic Office of the National Revolutionary Police 
(PNR) also reported that only the Ministry of Basic 
Industry and the Taxi Enterprise of Havana have taken 
the trouble to find out the status of their drivers. 


“They call here often to find out whether anyone on their 
payroll has been found in violation of the law,” stated an 
official of that office of the PNR. “They have even 
requested that we report to them periodically so that the 
corresponding measures can be taken.” 


He also pointed out that a driver is a worker, and Traffic 
is not interested in suspending his driver’s license 
because it knows that his livelihood depends on his 
ability to drive. “The measure is taken for the purpose of 
educating them and preventing accidents.” 


Some drivers of state vehicles (primarily taxis, buses, 
and trucks) continue to violate the law and common 
sense, however. They are unaware that one out of three 
traffic fatalities in our country is due to the consumption 
of alcoholic beverages. 


One might think that people are drinking more than ever 
now, but this is not the case. The fact is that a special 
effort is being made to combat this trend, and it is more 
in the public view because of the measures that have 
been adopted. It is undeniable that the number of drivers 
actually caught is lower than the real number, but this is 
an alert. 
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Opinion Poll Results Describe Reactions to War, 
Elections 

32480003 San Salvador ECA in Spanish 

Jul 88 pp 651-655 


[Text] The main findings of the opinion poll conducted 
by the University Institute of Public Opinion (IUDOP) 
of the Jose Simeon Canas Central American University 
(UCA) can be summarized in the form of conclusions. 
The institute took the poll among a representative sam- 
ple (N=1,008 persons) of the urban adult population 
from all over the republic, divided into five social 
sectors, between 7 and 22 May 1988. They were asked 
for their general assessment of the elections on 20 
March, their opinions of several parties and possibie 
presidential candidates in the 1989 elections and about 
certain issues involving the United States and a number 
of Central American countries. 


1. “In your opinion, what are the two most serious 
problems that we face currently in El Salvador?” The 
economic crisis (57.6 percent), war, violence and their 
consequences (45.1 percent) and unemployment and the 
shortage of work (29.1 percent) are the problems that 
Salvadorans continue to see as the most serious. The 
respondents stated that “‘what you earn, if you’re lucky 
enough to have a job, is enough only to get by halfway,” 
“we can’t even have beans anymore” and it is all “the 
fault of the war,” inasmuch as more than half of the 
national budget is earmarked for the armed conflict, and 
“proper attention is not being paid to hospitals, schools 
and other institutions that to a greater or lesser extent 
directly benefit the population.” 


2. “In your opinion, what do you think the reason for the 
war in our country is?” The two causes to which Salva- 
dorans most attribute the armed conflict are structural 
injustice (35.6 percent) and “the desire for power of the 
clashing sectors” (16.2 percent). “Poor distribution of 
wealth,” “‘exploitation” and “the hunger and misery in 
which our people live’’ were some frequent comments. 
The rest refer to a variety of reasons, from “the history of 
unjust, corrupt and repressive governments,” “U.S. 
intervention” and “the expansion of communism” to 
“divine will,” because everything that is happening is 
supposedly just “the fulfillment of God’s word.” 


3. “What do you think would be the best way to settle the 
war?” 41.5 percent of the population surveyed supports 
dialogue and negotiation, inasmuch as “we have already 
seen that the only thing that so many years of war have 
accomplished is to worsen conditions in the country and 
for the population.”” The rest indicate a variety of 
solutions or si, that there is no solution and that “only 
God” can end it. 


4. “Did you vote in the most recent elections and if \ ou 
did, whom did you vote for?” Six of 10 Salvadorans 
polled said that they had voted (59.9 percent), and 4 said 
that they had not (40.1 percent). Of those who said they 
had voted, 41.2 percent said that they voted for ARENA 
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[Republican Nationalist Alliance], 16.2 percent for the 
PDC [Christian Democratic Party], | percent for the 
PCN [National Conciliation Party], and 12 percent 
mentioned various parties. Of the rest, 15 percent 
abstained and 14.6 percent declined to say for which 
party they voted, arguing that “the vote is secret.” 


5. “And whom did you vote for in the 1984 presidential 
elections?” 32.4 percent of the surveyed population said 
that they had voted for the Christian Democrats in 1984; 
15.3 percent for ARENA; 1.3 percent for the PCN, and 6 
percent said they had voted for other parties. Of the rest, 
5.1 percent emphasized that “the vote is secret,” 6.7 
percent abstained, and another 33.2 percent said that 
they had not voted. It bears mentioning that a compar- 
ison of party preferences in 1984 and 1988 showed that 
91.4 percent of the individuals who said they had voted 
for ARENA in the 1984 presidential election voted for it 
again in 1988; whereas 30.7 percent of those who voted 
for the PDC in 1984 gave their vote to ARENA this year, 
as did 36.4 percent of those who had preferred the PCN 
and 17.9 percent of those who had voted for other 
parties. 


6. “In your opinion, what do the results of the most 
recent elections in the country mean?” Some 43.3 per- 
cent of the surveyed population repiied the desire for 
change, which is consistent with ARENA’s main slogan 
during the election campaign; 21.4 percent say that it 
was a “vote of punishment” because “the people no 
longer want the Christian Democrats in power,” and 
16.4 percent said that the elections were just “another 
political pretext” designed “to deceive us Salvadorans 
and keep us from concerning ourselves with the real 
problems of the people.” 


7. “In your opinion, was there fraud at the most recent 
elections? If yes, who was responsible for the fraud?” 
41.3 percent, in other words, about 4 of every 10 
Salvadorans polled, feel that there was fraud at the 20 
March elections, compared to 45 percent who contend 
the opposite. The rest (13.3 percent) say that they know 
nothing in this regard. Almost half of those who felt that 
there was fraud attribute it to the PDC (48 percent), 13.3 
percent to ARENA and another 13 percent ascribe it to 
both the PDC and ARENA. The rest mentioned the 
PDC-PCN, the CCE [Central Electoral Council] and 
“everybody,” while others said that they did not know 
who did it but that they were sure there had been fraud. 


8. ““With ARENA’s victory in the most recent elections, 
do you have the impression that the country’s problems 
are going to improve, remain the same or worsen and 
why?” 49.5 percent of the respondents feel that after 
ARENA’s victory the country’s situation will improve, 
27.5 percent that it will remain the same and [5 percent 
that it will worsen. The rest (eight percent) indicated that 
they did not know because they had not seen ARENA 
operate and thus could not judge. When the respondents 
were asked to explain their responses, it was found that 
those who feel that the country’s situation will improve 
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contend that ARENA has a good organization and that 
its leaders are capable (31.6 percent); that they hope that 
they will fulfill their promises to the people (23.4 
percent); that they will foster free enterprise (22.2 per- 
cent) and that at least this year ARENA is going to do 
everything possible to improve things so that it can win 
the 1989 presidential election (11.5 percent). Those who 
contend that the situation will remain the same feel that 
all of the partics are the same, “promise and promise 
before the elections and then don’t deliver” 36.6 percent) 
and, moreover, “do not attack the country’s real prob- 
lems” (27.6 percent) and, if this continues, nothing is 
going to be accomplished. For their part, the majority 
(42.9 percent) of those who contend that problems will 
worsen allege that ARENA represents the Extreme Right 
with all that this implies (“the death squads are going to 
do away with all those who are opposed to the system,” 
“the exploitation of the workers will increase so that they 
can have their luxuries,” etc). Finally, those who say they 
do not know merely add that it depends on what they do 
(78.4 percent). 


9. “What is your opinion of Christian Democracy’s 
internal conflicts?” 34.9 percent of ihe Salvadorans 
interviewed feel that the crisis that the PDC is going 
through “is a manifestation of the internal struggles for 
power,” and 13.4 percent state that “lately there have 
been many disagreements among their leaders, and they 
are not concerned about settling them.” The rest had a 
variety of opinions on the problems of the ruling party: 
““Now people realize that they matter to the parties only 
at election time” 2.2 percent), and “once they’re in 
power, they only think about their own interests” (2.! 
percent). These reasons justify the fact that “people no 
longer care what the politicians do (2.1 percent) because 
“they rule the roost without taking the people’s opinion 
into account™ (2 percent). 


10. “In your opinion, what should Christian Democracy 
do to win the presidentia! election next year?’ 26.3 
percent of the population polled replied that “the best 
thing that those who are in government right now could 
do is to listen to all social sectors” and above all “work to 
meet the people’s needs”; 22.6 percent feel that the PDC 
has to change its policies because “so far everything that 
they have done has hurt, not benefited, the population,” 
and a like percentage of people stated sarcastically that 
“Christian Democracy should do nothing, because that 
way we could be sure that it won't win the presidency 
again.” 


11. “What do you think of the selection of Adolfo Rey 
Prendes as Christian Democracy’s presidential candi- 
date for 1989?” Most of the respondents (59.3 percent) 
expressed a negative iudgment: “He’s a bad choice by the 
PDC” (17.6 percent), because “people don’t like that 
fellow” (13.1 percent) and, moreover, he is “dishonest” 
(10.9 percent) and “incompetent like the rest of that 
party’s leaders” (4.7 percent). Only 9.6 percent said they 
considered him a good candidate. The rest (31.1 percent) 
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said that they did not care who the PDC’s candidate was, 
gave other opinions or stated that they knew nothing or 
had nothing to say in this regard. 


12. “Do you know what Democratic Convergence (CD) 
is?”’ If you do, “do you think that Democratic Conver- 
gence ought to take part in the presidential election next 
year and why?” Only 31.1 percent of the Salvadorans 
polled said they new what the CD is. Yet, 82.1 percent 
of those who said they were familiar with the CD feel 
that it ought to take part in the presidential election next 
year. When they were asked why, it was found that 35.1 
percent of those who support its participation feel that 
“there needs to be greater ideological pluralism in our 
country”; 23.1 percent justify their opinion by saying 
that “Zamora, Ungo and Roldan are Salvadorans and, 
therefore, are entitled to”; 18.7 percent indicate that the 
CD represents ‘“‘a new alternative to be tested to see if it 
works” and 11.6 percent believe that “they need to take 
part so that they can have a chance to tell whether they 
really have the support of the people.” In contrast, 56.6 
percent of those who feel that the CD should not run 
argue that “they are communists” and “have hurt the 
people greatly,’ and 13.2 percent contend that “the time 
has not yet come since they have a lot of people against 
them because they don’t know them.” 


13. “For whom would you vote if you had to choose 
between (A) and (B) for president?” Three conclusions 
can be drawn from the results: the ARENA candidate, 
Alfredo Cristiani, defeats all possible adversaries. 


Of the possible Christian Democrat candidates, Adolfo 
Rey Prendes comes out the ioser in all pairings, even 
versus Dr Chavez Mena and Dr Ruben Zamora. Dr 
Chavez Mena wins out over the other PDC candidates 
and over Dr Ruben Zamora but loses to Cristiani. Dr 
Abraham Rodriguez defeats Dr Zamora but loses te 
Cristiani. 


One possible Democratic Convergence candidate, Dr 
Ruben Zamora, is a clear 'oser versus Cristiani and Dr 
Chavez Mena, loses by a tiny margin to Dr Rodriguez 
and wins, also by a narrow margin, over Rey Prendes 
(although the narrow gaps in these two latter instances 
are within the margin of error of the sample). 


14. “The United States has soldiers and military bases in 
Honduras. In your opinion, should the United States 
continue its military presence there or would it be better 
if they left Honduras?” 33.6 percent feel that the U.S. 
military presence in Honduras is beneficial because 
“they are protecting us from the communist threat”; 
53.8 percent of Salvadorans state that “the time has 
come for the Reagan administration to get its hands off 
the region” because “it has only contributed to an arms 
buildup in the area” and “helped to make war a 
business.” 
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15. “What is your opinion of Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega’s policy towards the Nicaraguan people?” 
Salvadorans’ opinions of Ortega’s policy tend to be 
negative, as 39.1 percent describe it as “bad” or “‘very 
bad”’ while just 8.1 percent evaluate it as “excellent” or 
“good.” In other words, for each Salvadoran who voices 
a favorable judgment, there are about five who voice an 
unfavorable one. 


16. “Do you feel that the Contras have the support of the 
Nicaraguan people?” A trend in the Contras’ favor was 
found, inasmuch as 29.4 percent feel that the people do 
not support them, compared to 43.5 percent who feel the 
opposite (a 1.5 positive ratio for those who believe that 
the Nicaraguan Contras have popular support). 


17. “If the United States decided to launch a military 
invasion of Nicaragua, do you think that this would also 
affect El Salvador, or just Nicaragua?” Of every 10 
Salvadorans surveyed, slightly less than | (8.2 percent) 
believes that only Nicaragua would be affected, more 
than 2 (25.2 percent) indicate that our country would 
also be affected, and almost 6 (58.1 percent) say that if 
there is a military invasion of Nicaragua, all Central 
American countries would suffer some grave conse- 
quence. It bears emphasizing that this latter response 
was not included in the formulation of the question, 
which makes it more significant because it came spon- 
taneously from the respondents. 
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18. “What do you think is the reason for the current 
conflict between Panama and the United States?” 17.5 
percent of the population polled said that it was due to 
the struggle for “control over the Panama Canal, which 
the United States wants and the Panamanians do not 
want taken from them”’; 15 percent attributed it directly 
to U.S. policy, which “seeks to dominate all the peoples 
of Latin America’’; 7.6 percent feel that “‘Noriega is 
intransigent”’ and “‘does not want to leave power’; 6.9 
percent speak of “‘something having to do with drug 
trafficking,’ and 4 percent assert that “the Panamanians 
are trying to become independent, and the Gringos won’t 
let them.” It bears mentioning that a little more than 4 of 
every 10 Salvadorans surveyed (43.5 percent) said that 
they did not know what the conflict was due to: “The 
information that the mass media give is partial and 
confused.” 


19. “In your opinion, what sort of aid should the United 
States give to the countries of Central America?” Just 5.2 
percent of the population surveyed talked about military 
aid alongside economic aid. Most (41.3 percent) leaned 
toward economic aid exclusively; 15.7 percent said that 
the United States ought to help meet basic needs, and 
10.8 percent indicated that “what El Salvador needs to 
get ahead is better technology” and “more training for 
the population.” 
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Reportage on Proposed Social Pact 


President Cerezo Supports Pact 
32480202a Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 
26 Aug 88 p 4 


[Text] President of the Republic Marco Vinicio Cerezo 
Arevalo spoke in positive terms about the social pact 
being proposed by the leaders of four political parties in 
the country. They are the National Center Union (UCN), 
the Revolutionary Party (PR), the Authentic Nationalist 
Central (CAN), and the Democratic Socialist Party 
(PSD), and their proposal asks for political space needed 
to find positive and urgently needed solutions to remedy 
the present national situation. 


The president added that the proposal represents an 
important initiative which could create the space neces- 
sary in order for the various sectors which are concerned 
about the effects of the government’s economic measures 
to be able to sit down to engage in dialogue and to seek 
joint solutions. 


Basically, it calls for initiating a search for decisions of 
an economic and social nature, and establishing an 
emergency agenda for dealing with the complex of wage 
and price problems. 


The president went on to say that he wants to establish a 
level on which the employers and workers can sit down 
with the government of the republic to discuss the 
procedure for making the social pact a reality. 


He described the proposal, which will be considered and 
discussed by the ministers, and on which representatives 
of the congress of the republic and the governing party 
will be consulted, as interesting. It is expected that some 
response will come within the next 24 hours. 


Conditions Required 
Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 
26 Aug 88 p 9 


[Editorial: “The Conditions for a Social Pact’’] 


[Text] The political effort undertaken by the National 
Center Union, Authentic Nationalist Central, Demo- 
cratic Socialist Party, and Revolutionary Party, with a 
view to establishing the conditions for dialogue in order 
to achieve a social pact, has been welcomed with real 
enthusiasm by various sectors of the citizenry. This is 
not only because the proposal comes from a group of 
parties which have demonstrated a real democratic com- 
mitment to and interest in the strengthening and consol- 
idation of the system, but also because they have been 
able to make a serious suggestion to the government, 
precisely at a moment of urgent national need, since we 
are experiencing the worst political, economic and social 
crisis in recent years. And if this proposal does not work 
out or is not carried through, the nascent democracy 
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would be left vulnerable, which would put the institu- 
tional system and the desire exp <cssed by the people of 
Guatemala at the polls in danger. 


It ‘s not surprising, therefore, that apart from being 
serious, the suggestion made by the parties mentioned is 
very forceful in setting forth to the government the steps 
which should be taken in order to create order and bring 
calm to the government, and to allow the process of 
democratization to continue to develop and to culminate 
in the 1990 elections. The first condition needed for the 
social pact would be the immediate revocation of the 
economic measures adopted recently, particularly that 
ordering the increase for fuels, which have thrown the 
national and household economies out of balance by 
unleashing a new price spiral and galloping inflation. 
What is needed is an end to this irresponsible manipu- 
lation of the economic policy of the country, since the 
gamble to make a good impression on everyone has in 
the end pleased no one, and the people who are neediest 
are precisely those suffering most from the consequences 
of this lack of a political definition manifested in vacil- 
lating and unstable rules for the economy. 


In order for the social pact to achieve its goal fully, it is 
necessary for all the important sectors in the govern- 
ment, beginning with the government, to commit them- 
selves seriously to ihe search for real solutions to the 
problems the citizens are experiencing. In this dialogue, 
the labor, union, student, Army, church and employers’ 
sectors, and, naturally, the political parties, must be 
represented. The signatories must, in united fashion, 
assume the task of supervising the implementation of the 
pact by the other sectors and by the government itself. 
This would make the document signed serious and 
credible. There is an urgent need for a revision of current 
public expenditures, and this revision must serve as the 
basis for the structuring of the next national expendi- 
tures budget, so as to avoid excessive public expendi- 
tures and the growth of the fiscal deficit. It is these 
factors which make the search for new income for the 
state necessary, whether it be by the confiscatory tax 
route, through the issuance of fresh money without 
backing, or by incurring foreign indebtedness. And, of 
course, if these new policies are to be strengthened, a new 
government team must be developed, which will require 
that the president reorganize the cabinet and provide a 
participatory role for the various sectors which have 
been excluded, thanks to the insistence of the DC leaders 
on pursuing this game of building personal careers by 
improvising posts and moving from the Congress to this 
ministry or that, as if they were such geniuses that they 
could occupy any administrative post with equal ability. 
This is the main cause of the disastrous situation in 
which they have put the government, and it is why the 
president of the republic, despite his very good inten- 
tions toward the people of Guatemala, is so poorly 
advised, is committing one error after another, and is 
disappointing those who voted for him. 
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URNG’s Monsanto on Meetings With Cerezo, 
Ortega 

32480202c Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 
26 Aug 88 p 10 


[Text] San Jose, 25 August (DPA)}—The head of the 
Guatemalan guerrillas, Commander Pablo Monsanto, 
announced that he will pay a visit to President Daniel 
Ortega of Nicaragua soon “to exchange” viewpoints 
about the possibilities for peace in the Central American 
region. 


For the past 2 days, Monsanto has been participating in 
the first meeting of Guatemalan National Revolutionary 
Unity (URNG) guerrillas with the National Reconcilia- 
tion Commission of Guatemala (CNRG) at the Apos- 
tolic Nunciature in San Jose. 


This leader did not give the date of his trip to Nicaragua, 
but he said that he will also visit Europe “and some 
South American countries.” 


He explained that before any future meeting with Gua- 
temalan President Vinicio Cerezo, ““many conditions 
would have to be fulfilled in order to guarantee the safety 
of the URNG delegation.”” He added that he sees the 
possibility of meeting with the chief executive as very 
remote, because, he said, “It is obvious that Cerezo is 
controlled by the Army, which is really governing this 
country.” 


Msgr Rodolfo Quezada Toruno, who is president of the 
Reconciliation Commission delegation, said for his part 
that he would inform President Cerezo of what was 
discussed with the URNG leaders. 


The prelate expressed satisfaction with the results of the 
meetings, “if we bear in mind that this is the first time 
the Reconciliation Commission has met with the leaders 
of the Guatemalan guerrillas.” 


Both delegations had a protocol session with Costa 
Rican President Oscar Arias. 


CRN’s Quezada Issues Statement on URNG 
32480202b Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 
26 Aug 88 p 4 


[Article by Carlos Garcia Urrea] 


[Text] The guerrilla forces have refused to lay down their 
arms or to accept amnesty, according to Msgr Rodolfo 
Quezada Toruno, president of the National Reconcilia- 
tion Commission, who met with members of the URNG 
[Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity] in San 
Jose, Costa Rica, for 2 days. 


Monsignor Quezada was interviewed by newsmen yes- 
terday as he left the National Palace, and he spoke 
specifically about that meeting. 
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This prelate said that it would be very difficult to 
provide a complete evaluation of the meeting with the 
commanders of the URNG. However, he believes that 
the fact that these talks were held with them is a positive 
thing. 


In this way, he explained, it became possible for the 
commission to understand the viewpoint of the URNG. 


He added that there were, however, three very simple 
things he could say about the Junta. 


1. Obviously, the URNG is not putting down its weap- 
ons or accepting amnesty. In other words, its officers 
need to show the commission a political desire to join in 
the democratic process. But obviously, he repeated, they 
do not want to put down their weapons or to accept 
amnesty. 


2. The URNG means something different by political 
will. Its leaders believe that minimal security conditions 
must exist before they can really reach a decision of this 
kind. According to them, the minimal conditions of 
security, trust and legality do not yet exist. 


3. There was even talk of national dialogue. The URNG 
would like to participate, but the government will, of 
course, not allow this, because the URNG exists outside 
the framework of legality. 


But in addition, Monsignor Quezada added, this would 
not be possible in practice at this time. 


He did, however, express confidence that a middle 
position could perhaps be found, but he did not explain 
what that might be. — 


The president of the National Reconciliation Commis- 
sion was asked whether these talks created the political 
space for bringing about peace in Guatemala. He 
responded that it is not possible in initial talks to bring 
such a thing about overnight. But it does provide a 
channel which remains open for future talks, although he 
explained that no date was set for a subsequent meeting. 


Monsignor Quezada Toruno believes it is important to 
find a negotiated political solution to the domestic 
armed problem we have in Guatemala. 


He expressed the belief that the URNG does not repre- 
sent the only valid interlocutor for the government, but 
does constitute a problem which needs to be resolved. 
Secondly, he said that a way should be found so that 
direct talks can take place at some future time, but he 
does not know how this could be done. 
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1989 Budget Totals 3.6 Billion Quetzals 
32480202d Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 
2 Sep 88 p 5 


[Text] Dr Rodolfo Paiz Andrade, minister of public 
finance, will go to the congress of the republic today to 
submit the draft general budget of the nation to the 
president of that body, Deputy Alfonso Alonzo Barillas. 


The budget total for 1989 will be 3.6 billion quetzals. 
This year’s budget comes to approximately 2.952 billion 
quetzals, but this does not include the budgets for the 
decentralized bodies. 


The draft budget which will be officially announced 
today contains an innovation in that for the first time, 
allocations are being made by region and department. 


In this connection, representative Edmond Mulet 
Lesieur (UCN) expressed the view that the new system 
will make it possible to determine exactly what funds 
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each department of the republic will receive, and will 
make the ‘raditional transfers of allocations, which over 
the long run have in one way or another hindered the 
implementation of physical projects, more difficult. 


The finance commission of the congress held a last 
working session on this document yesterday, with offi- 
cials and technicians from the ministry concerned par- 
ticipating. 


The minister of finance will submit this draft to the 
president of the congress in the presence of the officers of 
that body and the deputies heading the various parlia- 
mentary benches. 


The general income and expenditures budget of the state 
must be approved 30 days prior to going into effect, at 
the latest. But the congress must begin to debate it 120 
days before the date on which the fiscal year will begin. 
If approval is not obtained in time, the budget for the 
preceding year will remain in effect. 
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Trade Exchange Agreement Signed With Cuba 


Products in Spotlight 
32980001 Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 12 Aug 88 p 1 


[Text] A round of trade talks between Guyanese and 
Cuban officials began yesterday in the boardroom of the 
Ministry of Trade and Tourism. The talks are aimed at 
finalising the barter arrangement between the two coun- 
tries for the rest of 1988. 


The possibility of including a range of nontraditional 
items and industrial products in the commercial pact 
would also be explored. 


During yesterday’s opening session, permanent secretary 
in the Ministry of Trade and Tourism, Avinash Bhag- 
wandin, expressed “the enthusiasm and will” of the 
Guyanese side to conclude the trade agreement. 


Cuban Vice-Minister for Foreign Trade Alberto Betan- 
court Roa also spoke of the desire to sustain the level of 
trade between the two countries in spite of the financial, 
and other problems hampering South-South Coopera- 
tion. 


The list of Cuban products to receive attention includes 
cement, salt, detergent, medicine, tobacco leaves and gas 
cylinders. 


On the Guyana side, officials will examine the possibility 
of exchanging timber and furniture, rice, Limacol and 
other items. 
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Attending yesterday’s opening session were representa- 
tives from several entities, including the Guyana Phar- 
maceutical Corporation, the Guyana National Trading 
Corporation, the Guyana Rice Export Board and the 
Guyana National Cooperative Bank. 


Also in attendance were Head of the Export Promotion 
Council Harun Rashid, and Head of Eastern Europe 
Section, Department of International Economic Coop- 
eration, Dabi Singh. 


Report on Signing 
32980001 Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 13 Aug 88 p 1 


[Text] Guyana and Cuba yesterday signed a trade agree- 
ment in which local rice and timber will be exported to 
that Caribbean state in exchange for a wide range of 
essential items. 


Under the pact for the rest of 1988, Guyana will import 
salt, detergents, cement, tobacco, pharmaceuticals and 
spare parts for Cuban uses here. 


In accordance with the agreement, total trade flows is 
expected to value about $57m (U.S.), Permanent Secre- 
tary in The Ministry of Trade and Tourism Avinash 
Bhagwandin told the CHRONICLE shortly after the 
signing ceremony at the ministry’s boardroom. 


Bhagwandin said several new products have also been 
identified for trade between the two countries. 


These will be further discussed during a review session of 
the Joint Commission meeting scheduled for September. 
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FMLN, FDR Represented at Symposium on 
Central America 

32480203c Mexico EXCELSIOR in Spanish 

26 Aug 88 pp 4-A, 33-A 


[Article by Guillermo Garcia] 


[Text] “The great rallying cry in Panama is to resist the 
pressures from the United Siates,” Jorge Turner, the 
ambassador of that Latin American country in Mexico, 
said yesterday. “‘All peoples who resist have a chance to 
triumph,” he emphasized. 


The diplomat spoke during a symposium entitled 
“Central America a Year After Esquipulas,” which was 
organized by the Center of Central American Studies of 
International Relations (CECARI). Taking part in the 
event was commander of the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) Ana Guadalupe Martinez, the 
coauthor of the book “Carceles Clandestinas” (Clandes- 
tine Jails), which was published in the late 1970's. 


Regarding El Salvador, the representative of the Revo- 
lutionary Democratic Front (FDR) in Mexico, Jorge 
Villacorta, asserted that even though situations condu- 
cive to dialogue have arisen in his country (the first 
meeting between the rebels and the government took 
place in 1984, after 4 years of internal armed conflict), 
the conditions for achieving negotiations have never 
existed. 


The FMLN guerrilla leader, who is on a brief private 
visit to Mexico, said that the counterinsurgency plan that 
the United States is pursuing, the Christian Democratic 
government of Napoleon Duarte and the army of the 
Central American country have entered a crisis phase 
after 5 years during which they have not scored any 
military victories against the rebels. 


In 1983 the opposition armed forces prompted the 
government’s army to begin a period of general readap- 
tation, while economic and military support from the 
United States began to expand. A year later Napoleon 
Duarte took office. 


At present, said Ana Guadalupe Martinez, who is one of 
the longest-standing members of the FMLN’s leadership 
cadres, “economic aid and technology are the sole base 
of support for the Salvadoran Army.” 


Villacorta indicated in turn that some of the organiza- 
tions that make up the FDR would take part in the 
presidential elections next March “to utilize the electoral 
instrument” and thus make known their political and 
ideological positions. 


Panama 


In analyzing the situation in Panama, Gregorio Selser, a 
researcher at the Center of Latin American Studies of the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico, said that 
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under the administration of Ronald Reagan the United 
States has been mainly interested in preventing the 
Torrijos-Carter accords on the canal from taking effect. 


Under this agreement signed in 1977 the Panamanians 
will have sovereignty over the canal as of 1999. 


Selser said that Commander Manuel Noriega, Panama’s 
so-called strongman, has the support of a group of 
officers who have gained a nationalistic awareness of the 
ownership and use of the man-made maritime passage 
across the isthmus. 


Marco Gandacegui, from the Center of Latin American 
Studies of Panama, explained that the Panamanian crisis 
was provoked by what he called the “tearing off” of the 
bourgeoisie. ‘““The Torrijos movement was supported by 
an agricultural and financial bourgeoisie,” from which 
emerged the National Antimilitarist Crusade, whose 
Opposition activities were one of the main factors behind 
this year’s developments. 


As far as Ambassador Turner is concerned, however, 
‘*‘Panama’s crisis came from the outside. It is a conse- 
quence of U.S. intervention.” 


Events in Panama, he concluded, are determined by the 
actions and decisions of the United States, although 
Panama is not alone in this regard. 


CTM Figures Express Anger With PRI 
Leadership 

32480008 Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 619, 
12 Sep 88 pp 20-22, 24-25 


[Article by Salvador Corro and Guillermo Correa] 


[Text] The old CTM [Confederation of Mexican Work- 
ers] leaders, beginning with Fidel Velazquez, deny that 
there are confrontations in PRI. The facts are otherwise. 
War has been declared between those who have just 
come to power in PRI and the old leaders of the official 
labor movement. 


They are simply the two extremes. On one side are those 
who were not even familiar with the PRI building and 
those who, when they were leftwing activists, fought 
against the party that they are now leading and against 
the labor leaders who are now forced to abandon the 
share of power that belongs to them. On the other side 
are those who after 50 years of activism are not willing to 
give up what they had to fight so hard to achieve. This is 
why the CTM leaders are hardening their positions, 
using the negotiations between the PRI top echelon and 
the opposition as a pretext and striking out at the party’s 
current leadership. 


The conflict among PRI members was made public on 2 
September by Fidel Velazquez in a speech that went 
beyond the traditional language. At the 108th Assembly 
of the CTM the leader of the official labor movement 
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denounced the tactic that the party is using “because it is 
leading us down to defeat.”’ He criticized the “pseudo- 
ideologues” in his party, who are endeavoring to change 
it to the detriment of its sectors. He disparaged those 
who are negotiating because they have helped the oppo- 
sition by giving it positions that belong to them [PRI]. 
He threatened to make use of his full freedom to “attack 
the enemy as best suits our interests, not as best suits 
certain politicians in the country.” 


The “shotgun blast” was aimed at Jorge de la Vega 
Dominguez, Manuel Camacho Solis, and Enrique Gon- 
zalez Pedrero, among others. But the problem runs 
deeper. 


Alfonso G. Calderon Velarde, one of the three substitute 
secretaries general of the CTM and a former governor of 
Sinaloa, explains to PROCESO: “The problem in PRI is 
generational. The new stars, not only because they are 
new, are going to push out the people with the most 
seniority in the party. They have to earn their position. 
But sometimes people who have not even been to the 
building come to the party, people who have not even 
put in 2 hours of work for the party. We do not agree 
with this. An active young person, a permanent activist 
with social leanings has every right. But we are not going 
to accept people who are not even familiar with the 
party’s structure and start giving us orders the next day.” 


Calderon Velarde, who has been involved in politics 
since 1936, thinks that here lie all of PRI’s woes. He says: 
‘*A sort of top echelon, where the decisions are made, has 
been established, and a considerable percentage of the 
masses has been abandoned. The party must be one of 
permanent political activity, but among the rank and 
file, not only when there are elections and we call in our 
colleagues to give them certain instructions.” There is a 
lack of identification with the people. Therefore, “we are 
calling for a restructuring, for changes to be made in the 
selection tactics and for the sectors to be given a bigger 
role and posts in the party’s leadership.” 


‘Should a CTM man be secretary general?” 


‘In general, we are almost saying that. That would help 
to transform the party.” 


‘Who was Fidel Velazquez talking about when he men- 
tioned a pseudo-ideologue of the party?” 


“I can’t say who the person is, but if we are calling fora 
consistent restructuring of the party, it is not possible to 
talk about the sectors and their representatives disap- 
pearing, when they have been the very foundation of PRI 
since its birth. Consequently, we do not agree.” 


“Manuel Camacho, the secretary general of PRI and 
practically the party’s leader, has contended in his stud- 
ies on the labor movement that the continued presence 
of a leader, as in the case of Fidel Velazquez, is damaging 
to the organization. What do you think?” 
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“It’s the other way around. He is the underpinning that 
has defended the revolution and the system with the 
greatest vigor. Don’t just look at the labor sector. The 
employers association keeps reelecting people too. Every 
time that Fidel has been reelected, it has been with the 
complete consensus of the members. If a union had been 
against Fidel, he would not have gone on.” 


“Manuel Camacho argues that by replacing leaders the 
labor movement can establish a new relationship with 
the government and with PRI.” 


“No, because everything depends on the top-down, con- 
sistent structure of the workers. The leader himself has to 
know when he no longer enjoys the affection and support 
of his colleagues so that he can retire at the right time, 
like an athlete.” 


‘Might not the new government combat the CTM, as in 
the past?” 


“Well, not all of them have, but there has been a 
tendency to. For example, when the CUT [Sole Central 
Organization of Workers] was formed with splinter 
groups and Luis Gomez Z. There are many small central 
organizations, organizations that have been formed and 
that have initially operated within the CTM but that 
were expelled or have left it. The same is not happening 
now. I don’t think that they want to detract from its 
power.” 


‘Are there frictions with PRI?” 


“None. We have more of a right to criticize it than 
anyone. What is happening is that we do not agree with 
the understanding. We are in favor of dialogue, but we 
do not agree with the understanding and deals (with the 
opposition). Because what the revolution has achieved 
with the party in power has meant too much of a struggle 
for us to give it away just because.” 


“So what has happened with the new leaders? They’re 
hesitating, they’re afraid. Why have they been giving 
in?” 


“It is not exactly that they intend to give in. What's 
happened is that they’ve been too trusting.” 


Calderon Velarde contends that Manuel Camacho Solis, 
after becoming secretary general of PRI, “is convinced of 
his mistake, in the sense that the CTM is or will be in 
crisis because Fidel Velazquez is staying on as the top 
labor leader. Our colleague Velazquez’ age does not 
prevent him from adapting to modern times. He is a 
special man with tremendous capacity, and he can talk 
with someone 12, 13 or 15 years old and even with 
someone older who has the necessary knowledge. He is a 
self-taught man, trained in the school of hard knocks, 
who has assimilated this training in a tremendous way in 
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forming his views on the country’s major problems, 
which is something that many who have gone to college 
lack. He has the experience of the struggle.” 


“Do you think that PRI leaves a lot to be desired as far 
as the labor sector is concerned?” 


“Not only as far as we are concerned, but the other 
sectors too, though the workers more so.” 


The CT M people will soon undertake a nationwide 
campaign to bolster their proposals for the restructuring 
of the party. 


They Betrayed Me: Vigueras 


Filiberto Vigueras Lazaro, a former senator, leader of the 
Federation of Workers of the State of Guerrero and one 
of the deputies whom PRI supposedly sacrificed (in 
negotiations with the opposition), does not hide his 
anger: 


“PRI has to be changed in many ways, especially the 
leaders, because if Fidel Velazquez said 6 years ago that 
it was a party of the workers, it gives the impression 
today that it is not. There is a wide gap between the 
reality and the basic documents. Nevertheless, we 
remain PRI members in our hearts. We have not said 
that we are going to leave, far from it. On the contrary, 
despite what they did to us, which was one of the dirtiest, 
lousiest and meanest things. A betrayal. Something that 
I had never seen in my 50 years as an activist. 


“I won the deputy’s seat with valid votes,” asserts 
Vigueras Lazaro. “But what happened? Some stranger 
arrives with two sacks of votes, and without saying that 
I stole them, they return my case to the commission, 
which later comes out with a negative ruling. That’s not 


right!” 


“Why are they sacrificing the workers and not the 
businessmen? Might this not be changing too in PRI?” 


“I don’t know. Something’s wrong in PRI. A lot of things 
have to change. It ought to be run by people with 
experience, from the older generation, like Fidel Velaz- 
quez, instead of those who represent the new generation, 
because they are short on love for the party, the country 
and the pecple. I know that there were negotiations in 
my case, but they didn’t consult me....” 


No one wants to talk about what went on during the 
negotiations. The only evidence is the irritation of the 
CTM people, who after the defeats suffered on 6 July had 
to endure three more in the Electoral College. Rigoberto 
Ochoa Zaragoza, the secretary of political action, reveals 
only a bit of what happened: 


“Of course there is dissatisfaction, because the funda- 
mental documents (declaration of principles and pro- 
gram of action) are not being interpreted properly. 
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According to the documents, preference must be given to 
those who have shown their activism and their support 
and acceptance among the electorate, in seeking popu- 
larly elected posts. But there have been nominations 
outside the provisions of the bylaws, and there are 
protests when people are handpicked. Not only the 
workers are protesting; they are heading up the protests 
of other sectors. We do this because we are autonomous, 
loyal and institutional. We do it with good intentions. 
This is why at the recent election Don Fidel spoke with 
the party’s high-level figures and told them: If you want 
to negotiate all of the CTM’s positions, do so, because in 
the final accounting you can rest assured that the CTM 
and its men will remain in the party, that we will remain 
authentic activists.” 


All indications are that the PRI leadership took him at 
his word, and to make things worse, the conditions under 
which the negotiations were conducted annoyed the 
labor leader. The secretary of political action of the CTM 
explains: 


“There is no reason for PRI to yield power. We have 
repeated that political spaces must not be negctiated. 
Much less so when the people with whom you are 
negotiating do not keep their promises. The truth is that 
we have been somewhat weak. From the beginning the 
Opposition intended to create a psychosis in the elector- 
ate that there was going to be fraud. They succeeded. 
Many voters feel that this was the case. They then 
proceeded to sully the election, to delegitimize it. And 
they succeeded, even though negotiations were being 
held. They decided to create problems for the president 
and they did so. Not as many as they wished, but what 
they wanted happened. The fact is that the president 
emerged stronger. He did not lose his cool; he kept it at 
all times. Now they intend to create problems on inau- 
guration day, though I don’t know whether they'll suc- 
ceed. There is talk that they are going to take over the 
Chamber of Deputies, the Senate and the Office of the 
President. I have my doubts about the latter, because the 
National Palace is guarded by the Army, not by the 
citizenry, and it’s not going to be wearing kid gloves. 
They have also proposed gathering all of the parties of 
the National Democratic Front in the Zocalo [main 
square], as they have done before, establishing the cham- 
ber with the opposition deputies and naming Cuauhte- 
moc Cardenas president-elect. I don’t know whether 
they'll succeed, but they’ve done what they’ve proposed 
to do before. So they’ve taken the negotiations, the 
concessions as weaknesses and have not even kept their 
propose in return.” 


Ochoa Zaragoza contends that 6 July was not a defeat 
but a lesson, a warning that ought to “jolt us out of the 
daze we've been in. This is the way we see it.” 


An ‘Unsatisfactory’ Change 


He is told that PRI leaders give the impression of not 
realizing this. His reply: ““Well, we hope that someone 
who is going to make a decision arrives, so that we can do 
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it together. It has been said that PRI has to face up to a 
series of changes, but there was only one, and we feel that 
it should not be the only one and that it is not satisfac- 
tory either. The changes have to be in depth, once and 
for all.” 


The leader calls on the party “to open its eyes” and fit in 
with the nation’s political realities. He criticizes PRI for 
“treating enemies better than friends.” “There are 
officials,” he says, “who don’t attend to friends because 
they’re from home and they think they can wait. They 
attend to others who can get upset and turn into negative 
propagandists. There are officials who attend to the 
opposition splendidly and don’t even receive our people. 
This is discrimination, and it can no longer be toler- 
ated.” 


He hurls this charge: “As Fidel has said and as history 
records, all of the men who have become president of the 
republic, and if not they, their colleagues, have promoted 
aggression that has often been disguised and sometimes 
been direct, overt to take away or cut down on the power 
of the CTM, so that it does nut become a problem for 
some decisions that have to be made. The truth is that 
they have all failed and have had to reconsider their 
position to stroke and win over the confederation. But it 
has gone no further. 


““But even worse, the government and PRI stroke us, but 
when the time comes for results, there is no response. 
The time will undoubtedly come when the activists, the 
rank and file, will no longer settle for just speeches, for 
talk that the CTM is disciplined, that it has a class 
consciousness, political consciousness, that it’s the gov- 
ernment’s best support, that it’s the source of influence 
that the party rests on, etc. But that’s as far as it goes. 
When it comes to concrete action, nothing, no results.” 


“PRI is run by people like Manuel Camacho Solis, who 
has criticized the indefinite tenure of leaders, particu- 
larly Fidel Velazquez in the CTM, or Enrique Gonzalez 
Pedrero, whc at one time was part of the left. Isn’t this a 
contradiction that causes problems for the CTM?” 


“Of course it does. But as long as this strategy (the 
reelection of Velazquez) is supported by the rank and 
file, we will continue to pursue it. I am absolutely 
convinced that the CTM’s reelection machine has been 
much more positive than negative. When the leaders no 
longer function, the rank and file will topple them. We 
have seen cases in which the rank and file removes 
leaders when they are no longer in keeping with their 
interests. In spite of the injustices, because there are 
comrades of ours who have done a great many favors, a 
thousand services and have had their heads chopped off 
for the one they didn’t do. And there’s nothing to be 
done about it; that’s democracy. The assembly is the 
boss.” 
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The CTM official asserted later that PRI is not the party 
“that we would like.” He voices his hope that it will 
change because, he says, there are many leaders who did 
not even know what the entrance to the party looked like, 
and when they take up their responsibilities, they are 
considered PRI men. “But the only thing they do with 
their poor performance, their blunders and their nega- 
tive practices is discredit PRI.” 


“And they aren’t just party administrative leaders, but 
even governors, who often get there only on recommen- 
dations, not as the bylaws stipulate.” 


“For how long have the bylaws not been observed?” 


“I don’t know,” replies the sixtyish leader. “But I’ve 
realized this from the little that I’ve seen. And I contend 
that until my party controls and convinces the governors 
to bring it into a new stage of democratization, we will do 
nothing. Because here lie the biggest obstacles. The rank 
and file is not opposed to democracy; they are the ones 
demanding it, calling for it. But what happens? The 
governcrs do not realize and do not accept the fact that 
they have to loosen up. And they keep up the bad habit 
of recommending their yes men, their friends, their 
buddies. They get rid of the party staffers who could 
really run a good government alongside the party. I said 
3 or 4 years ago that it was the old boy system. Now 
they’ve realized it and just have to decide when they’re 
going to take action. Information, evidence, proof is 
longer needed; it’s obvious. We just need to know when 
we are going to take action.” 


“Won't it be too late by the time the leaders of PRI make 
up their minds?” 


“Well, that’s something I can’t say anything about.” 


“‘Shouldn’t a CTM man be in the PRI leadership, and 
yet...” 


Ochoa Zaragoza interrupts: “In the CTM Don Fidel is 
not only dissatisfied but has decided to do something. 
Proof of this is that at the request of the workers a PRI 
national congress will have to be held. I feel that impor- 
tant things will come out of it.” 


Ochoa Zaragoza is confident that the next government 
will treat the CTM differently. Salinas de Gortari, he 
feels, is obliged to move faster. “He realizes that if he 
wants to pursue good policies, he first has to overcome 
the problems the population is faced with. Because in no 
other country has food been sacrificed as much as in 
Mexico. Argentina and Brazil reached extremely high 
levels of inflation, but neither sacrificed the people’s 
diet. No country has been at the wage ievel that we’re at. 
Countries as backward as Ecuador, Honduras and Gua- 
temala are ahead of us today. So before thinking about 
other things, we have to fill the electorate’s stomach so 
that they can start thinking about being good citizens 
once their food is taken care of.” 
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To keep up appearances in this battle the PRI leadership 
appointed two CTM men to run the Senate and the 
Electoral College, which verified the election of deputies. 
The fact is, though, that in the first case Emilio M. 
Gonzalez, the number two strong man in the CTM, has 
to share power in the chamber with the real leader, Luis 
Donaldo Colosio, a confidant of Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari. In the second case, with Juan Jose Osorio Palacios 
in the Electoral College, the top echelon of PRI got the 
leader of the musicians to go along with the game of 
sacrificing his own sector colleagues. 


The fact is that the war has started. Blas Chumacero, the 
substitute secretary general of the CTM, a former deputy 
and now a senator, confesses: “I don’t know who the 
pseudo-ideologue in PRI is. I don’t know who did the 
negotiating. The only thing I know is that we agree with 
Fidel and are against what PRI is doing.” 


So as not to add fuel to the fire, says Leonardo Rodriguez 
Alcaine, a senator and leader of the electricians, “the 
only thing I can say is that we’re going to do whatever 
Comrade Velazquez says, because politicians are made, 
not born.” 


Nevertheless, politicians have not been trained in the 
CTM for some time now. It lacks executives who can 
face off with the ones who are heading up PRI’s “mod- 
ernization.” It has very few strong cards. Two of them 
are Netzahualcoyotl de la Vega, who made senator but 
with difficulty, and Manuel Cadena, the head of the 
team of Fidel’s sons, who went from being a good 
administrator to carrying out political tasks without 
success. 


And so it seems that Fidel Velazquez is racing against the 
clock because his most advanced pupil, Arturo Romo 
Gutierrez, the CTM ideologue, got left behind, so much 
so that after his unsuccessful bid for the governorship of 
Zacatecas, he did not even manage to make deputy from 
the Federal District. 


Securities Commission Decisions Favor Investors 
32480203b Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 
24 Aug 88 p 14 


[For related reporting, see JPRS REPORT: LATIN 
AMERICA of 27 May 88 (JPRS-LAM-019) pp 25-28] 


[Text] For the first time since the stock market crashed 
last October, the National Securities Commission has 
approved awards in four suits filed against brokerage 
houses, in which the rulings went in favor of the inves- 
tors, who “proved that they were in the right during the 
proceedings,” the commission reported yesterday. 


The four suits were filed against the Fimsa stock broker- 
age house, whose main shareholder is Carlos Abedrop 
Davila, a former banker and the last president of the 
Association of Mexican Bankers. 


MEXICO 


The ruling in favor of the investors obliges the brokerage 
house to pay 102 million pesos, plus the interest that has 
accrued during the period that the trials were being 
heard, in addition to paying the attorneys fees that the 
proceedings entailed. 


The National Securities Commission has received 
approximately 400 complaints of irregularities in secu- 
rity market operations, 300 of which have been settled 
by way of conciliation and 4 through trials, while 20 
others are still in arbitration pending a decision from the 
commission, which is looking into them. 


Prohibition on Public Servant Securities Trading 
Broadened 

32480203a Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 

15 Aug 88 pp 4-A, 18-A 


[Text] Pursuant to a presidential decree, as of today all 
public servants who have access to privileged informa- 
tion about the securities market are prohibited from 
trading securities, the purpose being to make sure that 
public servants are law-abiding, honest, loyal, impartial 
and efficient. 


The order broadens previous regulations and now 
includes the president of the republic, cabinet secretar- 
ies, the chief of the DDF [Department of the Federal 
District], the attorneys general of the republic and the 
DF, the general directors of parastate enterprises, the 
undersecretaries and coordinators of the cabinet secre- 
tariats and public servants from the department head 
level on up in the secretariats of finance, planning, 
commerce and comptrollership-general, as well as their 
counterparts in parastate enterprises in the financial 
sector. 


Until yesterday, individuals who had inside information 
on the issuing companies were prohibited by law from 
securities trading. The law specifically provides that 
public servants in the Finance Secretariat and the 
parastate enterprises coordinated by it have such infor- 
mation by reason of their position and are thus prohib- 
ited from trading in securities. 


To broaden these provisions President De la Madrid 
today published the decree in the Federal Government’s 
DIARIO OFICIAL to provide for increased accountabil- 
ity in public service and to better protect the securities 
market and the public interest. 


Thus, the presidency of the country indicated, the sug- 
gestions of a number of lawmakers have been heeded, 
and based on the Law of Responsibilities of Public 
Servants the decree extends the ban in question to other 
servants and regulates the manner in which it is to be 
duly complied with. 


It provides that the aforementioned public servants may 
not invest by themselves or through another individual 
in common stocks that are traded on the stock exchange, 
including oil bonds, except if the trades are conducted 
through investment or trust companies that are estab- 
lished for that sole purpose and in which the public 
servant cannot take part in investment decisions, which 
are thus left up exclusively to the fiduciary institution. 
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APOYO Polls Political, Economic Power 
Structure 

33480214 Lima DEBATE in Spanish 
Jul/Aug 88 pp 21-26 


[First paragraph is DEBATE introduction] 
[Text] 


ry Annual Survey: Power in Peru (July 1987-June 
1 


We come to the eighth edition of the present survey. It 
has been conducted in accordance with the guidelines of 
the previous ones. Thus, once again we have gathered the 
authoritative opinions of a select group of men and 
women from the worlds of Peruvian economics, politics 
and culture, who are distinguished by their own ability to 
influence the course of social events. We do indeed have 
novelties in the proposed questionnaire and also, of 
course, in the results. The comments that accompany the 
tables and graphs are by Alfredo Torres Guzman. 


There are few surprises this year on the list of the 
powerful. Eight of the 10 made the 1987 list, and 6 of 
them have been among the 10 since 1985. As could be 
expected, President Garcia retains first place, as did 
President Belaunde in his day. In second place is Prime 
Minister Armando Villanueva, as Luis Alva Castro was 
before him. Do not think, however, that all power stems 
from one’s position. Economy Minister Carlos Rodri- 
guez Pastor was perceived as much more powerful than 
Fernando Schwalb when the latter was prime minister. 
In contrast, no significant power is attributed to the 
current economy minister. Armando Villanueva, for his 
part, was already among the five most powerful before 
joining the Executive Branch. In the final accounting, he 
is one of the historic leaders and the alternate secretary 
general of the ruling party. 


Coming in third and fourth were two longstanding 
members of the 10 most powerful group. Alfonso Bar- 
rantes, the leader of the democratic left, and Abimael 
Guzman, the ringleader of subversion. Both have moved 
up two notches from 1985 and one from 1987. Barrantes’ 
new position reflects the fact that the former mayor of 
Lima is increasingly perceived as Garcia’s most likely 
successor, while Guzman’s reaffirms Shining Path’s 
destructive power. 


Vice Presidents Alva Castro and Sanchez are in fifth and 
sixth place. Both have lost ground since the start of the 
administration. In Luis Alva’s case this can be explained 
by his separation from the Executive Branch. Nonethe- 
less, the spot he holds is not unimportant and is clearly 
consistent with his status as an APRA [American Popu- 
lar Revolutionary Alliance] presidential hopeful. Luis 
Alberto Sanchez’ sixth place would seem somewhat low 
for someone who is identified in APOYO polls as the 
most believable and admired Aprista. It may have to do, 
however, with the influence that he has today on the 
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president, which is unquestionably less than he was 
thought to have at the outset of the Aprista administra- 
tion. 


The Most Powerful in 1988 


1. Alan Garcia 16. Cesar Robles Freyre 

2. Armando Villanueva 17. Agustin Mantilla 

3. Alfonso Barrantes 18. Juan Soria 

4. Abimael Guzman 19. Francisco Pardo Mesones 

5. Luis Alva Castro 20. Valentin Pacho 

6. Luis Alberto Sanchez 21. Remigio Morales Bermudez 

7. Mario Vargas Llosa 22. Luis Negreiros 

8. Fernando Belaunde 23. Ricardo Vega Liona 

9. Juan Landazun 24. Javier Silva Ruete 

10. Enrique Lopez Albujar 25. Javier Diez Canseco 

11. Artemio Palomino 26. Enrique Bernales 

12. Luis Gonzales Posada 27. Jorge del Prado 

13. Dionisio Romero 28. Javier Perez de Cuellar 

14. Luis Bedoya Reyes 29. Rafael Villegas 

15. Daniel Carbonetto 30. Alejandro Miro Quesada 
The Most Powerful in 1987 

1. Alan Garcia 

2. Luis Alva Castro 

3. Armando Villanueva 

4. Alfonso Barrantes 

5. Abimael Guzman 

6. Luis Alberto Sanchez 

7. Juan Landazuri 

8. Fernando Belaunde 

9. Agustin Mantilla 

10. Gustavo Sagerbein 


Mario Vargas Llosa joins the list of the 10 for the first 
time, taking seventh place. His placement, slightly above 
the founder of Popular Action, Fernando Belaunde, and 
somewhat further removed from the leader of the PPC 
{Popular Christian Party], Luis Bedoya Reyes, indicates 
that he is regarded as the most important member of the 
Democratic Front. This is a notable accomplishment for 
the celebrated novelist, who has just begun full-time 
political activity. Belaunde’s eighth place showing 
reminds us, nevertheless, that the two-time president 
still has influence in the country. 


The list of 10 closes with two well-known figures who 
clearly reflect institutional rather than personal power. 
Cardinal Juan Landazuri remains in ninth place in spite 
of the major lift that the papal visit represented. There 
can be no question but that if the Peruvian primate 
played as prominent a role as his counterparts in Chile, 
Nicaragua or El Salvador, his influence in Peruvian 
societ; would be significantly greater. Tenth spot went to 
Defense Minister Enrique Lopez Albujar, the visible 
head of the Armed Forces. Gen Lopez Albujar’s suppos- 
edly gentle nature would explain why he is perceived as 
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having less relative power than other military officers, 
such as Generais Julian Julia and Guillermo Monzon, 
had in previous years. 


The waiting list is headed by the commander in chief of 
the army, Artemio Palomino. If his score is added to the 
defense minister’s, a military officer who hypothetically 
held both posts would move up to seventh place. Then 
come Foreign Minister Luis Gonzales Posada, who came 
in ninth in the 1986 survey of power when he was justice 
minister; Dionisio Romero, who despite having stepped 
down as president of the Banco de Credito is still 
perceived as the country’s most powerful businessman; 
and the leader of the PPC, Luis Bedoya Reyes, who is a 
regular in this section of the list. 


The rest of the list shows a series of significant surprises. 
Argentine economist Daniel Carbonetto, the president’s 
adviser, is regarded as more powerful than Economy 
Minister Cesar Robles. Deputy Interior Minister Agustin 
Mantilla, Alan Garcia’s confidant, is thought to have 
more power than Minister Juan Soria. The talkative 
president of the Association of Banks, Francisco Pardo 
Mesones, and the former president of CONFIEP 
[National Confederation of Private Business Institu- 
tions], ::ardo Vega Llona, receive more points than the 
current moderate president of CONFIEP, Rafael Vil- 
legas. Communist labor leader Valentin Pacho is men- 
tioned more than Aprista labor leader Luis Negreiros. IU 
[United Left] Senators Javier Diez Canseco of the PUM 
[Mariateguist Unified Party], Enrique Bernales of the 
PSR [Revolutionary Socialist Party] and Jorge del Prado 
of the PCP [Peruvian Communist Party] are thought to 
be equal in power and influence. 


Sector Power 


Most of the prominent figures singled out by their 
colleagues in sector power have long been well-known, 
particularly among intellectuals, journalists and church 
hierarchs. There are more changes in the categories of 
businessmen and military officers, and the category of 
technocrats, which was included in the survey of power 
just this year, holds some surprises. 


Among the intellectuals the nominations are starting to 
look traditional: writer Vargas Llosa, the versatile Luis 
Alberto Sanchez and historian Pablo Macera. The 
changes are in the spots below them. The authors of “El 
Otro Sendero” [The Other Path] and “Teologia de la 
Liberacion,”’ Hernando de Soto and Gustavo Gutierrez 
respectively, have displaced Carlos Franco and Jose 
Matos Mar, who held those spots last year. Among 
journalists, Cesar Hildebrandt and Enrique Zileri retain 
the top spots, although this time the moderator of “En 
persona” has replaced the president of the Institute of 
the International Press as number one. Apparently a 
good television program is a better source of power in 
our country than interiational recognition. Then come 
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the influential political columnist Manuel d’Ornellas, EL 
COMERCIO editor Alejandro Miro Quesada and well- 
known EL COMERCIO and TV journalist Alfonso 
Baella Tuesta. 


The names of the three businessmen who are regarded as 
most powerful or influential are very closely linked to che 
plans to nationalize banking. Coming in first again is 
Dionisio Romero, who although he lost the presidency of 
the Banco de Credito, managed to prevent the state from 
taking over the country’s number one bank by selling 
shares to its workers. The next spots are held by Ricardo 
Vega Llona and Francisco Pardo Mesones, the presi- 
dents of CONFIEP and of the Association of Banks, 
respectively, at the time of the president’s initiative. The 
image of both was bolstered by the confrontation with 
the government. The next two spots went to the current 
president of CONFIEP, Rafael Villegas, and Industry 
Minister Guillermo Arteaga. 


Hierarchy tends to be the main source of power in 
top-down institutions such as the church or the military. 
In this regard, it is no surprise than the most power in 
each instance is attributed to Cardinal Landazun and 
Defense Minister Enrique Lopez Albujar. Nevertheless, 
as we know, in our institutions hierarchy does not mean 
homogeneity, and hence Father Gustavo Gutierrez is 
still regarded as very influential in church circles, more 
than bishops like Luis Bambaren, Augusto Vargas Alza- 
mora and Ricardo Durand. Bear in mind, moreover, that 
Gustavo Gutierrez has a degree of power among intel- 
lectuals, among whom he ranks fifth. It should be noted 
that the survey ended before Monsignor Durand was 
chosen president of the Episcopal Assembly, a position 
that puts him in the front rank to become cardinal (see 
his letter at end of article). Among the military, the 
defense minister is followed by the commanders of the 
Army, Artemio Palomino, of the Navy, Oscar Anderson, 
and of the Air Force, Juan Zegara, and by Interior 
Minister Juan Soria. Among retired military personnel, 
the most influential remains “hard-liner” Luis Cisneros 
Vizquerra. 


Finally, among technocrats the most powerful is thought 
to be Daniel Carbonetto, given his closeness to President 
Garcia. Behind him are well-known economists Manuel 
Moreyra, the former president of the Central Bank; 
Javier Silva Ruete, currently a senator, and Felipe Ortiz 
de Zevallos, the president of the Support Group. Other 
names that were mentioned several times in this section 
are social psychologist Carlos Franco and INP [National 
Institute of Planning] chief Javier Tantalean. 


One of the noteworthy details in the survey is that the 
sectors examined are not watertight compartments. Sev- 
eral of the names are mentioned in two or more sectors. 
Besides the well-known cases of Vargas Llosa and Luis 
Alberto Sanchez, the names Genaro Delgado Parker and 
Carlos Maravi were mentioned among businessmen and 
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journalists; Hernando de Soto and Carlos Franco among 
intellectuals and technocrats, and Felipe Ortiz de 
Zevallos among technocrats, intellectuals and journal- 
ists. 


Terrorist Power 


To judge by the results of the survey, Abimael Guzman’s 
power seems as ominous as it is solid. This year he came 
in a shocking fourth, which places him in the top echelon 
of political power, one rung below 1990 presidential 
hopeful Alfonso Barrantes and just two below the cur- 
rent constitutional president. Conversely, the Armed 
Forces continue to lose ground with respect to previous 
years. 


This comparison of the subversive leader and the mili- 
tary turns on warning lights that ought to be heeded. 
Guzman appeared for the ‘irst time in our surveys of 
power in 1982, in 28th place. That year Gen Luis 
Cisneros Vizquerra, the then War Minister, came in 
fourth. The following year, the ringleader of Shining 
Path made his big leap to 7th spot, while the commander 
in chief of the Army, Gen Carlos Briceno, came in 11th. 


Since then the clandestine terrorist leader has not fallen 
back and from 1984 to 1986 fought a stubborn battle 
with the military. In 1984 Guzman took seventh and the 
commander in chief of the Army, Julian Julia, claimed 
fourth spot; in 1985, the somber Guzman came in sixth, 
while seventh went to Julia, who by then was retired and 
serving as the acclaimed interior minister; and in 1986 
Abimael Guzman returned to seventh place, yielding 
sixth to Gen Guillermo Monzon, the chairman of the 
Joint Command. 
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After this, everything went smoother for the unlocatable 
Shining Path leader. Last year he moved up to fifth, 
while 10th place was occupied by the chairman of the 
Joint Command, Adm Juan Soria Dias. This year Guz- 
man continued to move up, taking fourth, compared to 
10th for Gen Enrique Lopez Albujar, the current defense 
minister. Note, moreover, that if the placemenis of the 
two highest military personnel were combined (10th and 
11th), we would get a hypothetical and also distant 7th 
place. 


Thus, it takes no major effort to understand why one 
section of our survey found that frustration and fear are 
two powerful states of inind in our country. 


Power and Society 


If one of the requirements for true democracy is a 
balance among the branches of government, then ours is 
far from being a sound democracy. The overwhelming 
majority of respondents feel that the presidency of the 
republic has too much power, while the Judiciary is 
perceived as one of the weakest institutions in the 
system. This state of affairs, which emerged in previous 
years, is intensifying today. Coming in behind the pres- 
idency were powerful institutions such as the mass 
media, the armed forces and the church. 


Unlike the presidency, however, the feeling is that these 
three last-named institutions make good use of the power 
they exercise. On the other extreme, the Judiciary, 
universities, municipalities, development corporations 
and professional associations are mentioned as having 
little power. And the Judiciary is considered the poorest 
performer among them. The weakness and discredit of 
the institution in charge of administering justice are due 
to its manifest inability to grapple effectively with the 
major cases of drug trafficking and subversion and with 
its regular tasks [see diagram]. 
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The Parallel Power 


If the picture that emerges from an analysis of legitimate 
power is that of an unbalanced democracy, the image 
takes on surreal outlines when the parallel power is 
brought in. According to DEBATE’s respondents, drug 
traffickers and terrorists have as much power as or more 
power than key institutions of the political regime like 
the police forces and Congress itself. 


For their part, although the people in the informal econ- 
omy may not be as powerful as the drug traffickers or 
subversives, they do have power equivalent to that of the 
unions or employers associations. Lastly, currency traders 
are thought to be emerging as a new force, which mirrors 
a growing fondness for speculation and a return to a 
dollar-dominated economy. The strength of this new 
sector presumably lies in its role in bringing about the fall 
of an economy minister or a president of the Central 
Bank, if we recall the cases of Gustavo Saberbein and 
Leonel Figueroa. 


Political Assessment 


Three years into the administration, the evaluation of its 
performance is very different from what it could have 
been at the close of its first 12 months. Back then 
(DEBATE 39) the administration’s main accomplish- 
ments were that it had reduced inflation, ended the 
dollar-domination of the economy and restored hope. 
Regrettably, time has shown that the first two accom- 
plishments were just mirages and, consequently, the 
initial hopes have turned into widespread pessimism. 
For lack of visible successes, respect for freedom of 
expression is regarded as the administration’s major 
virtue. Let us hope that during the remainder of his term 
the president does not undo this. The second accom- 
plishment mentioned has merit of its own: foreign pol- 
icy, a result that represents recognition of the efforts of 
Ambassador Allen Wagner and his team. Mentioned 
third is the initial economic recovery, even though many 
economists regard it as the cause of the present imbal- 
ances: the failure of success. Other successes mentioned 
are regionalization and the continuity of democracy. 


The attempt to nationalize banking is regarded as the 
administration’s major error. This result was foresee- 
able, giver the effects that it had: a loss of presidential 
credibility, social polarization and a contraction of pri- 
vate investment. The number two mistake is broader in 
nature: economic policy. This result could be foreseen as 
well, given the wealth of negative indicators such as 
longstanding inflation, the loss of international reserves, 
the sizable budget deficit, the paralyzation of various 
sectors owing to a shortage of inputs, etc. Defect number 
three has been around since the outset of the regime. 
Although it was described in different ways by the 
respondents (authoritarianism, bossism, one-man rule, 
presidentialism, absolutism), all of these “isms” refer to 
a single phenomenon: President Garcia’s inordinate 
power. Other mistakes mentioned are demagoguery, 
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improvisation and the lack of an antisubversive policy. 


The Main Accomplishments or Virtues of the Administration* 


1. Respect for freedom of the press 61 
2. Its foreign policy 40 
3. The initial reactivation of the economy 35 
4. Regionalization 31 


The Main Mistakes or Defects of the Administration 


1. The nationalization of the financial system 72 
2. Its economic policy 64 
3. Presidentialism 53 
4. Demagoguery 48 


*Multiple percentage 


The Power of the Parties 


Parties are the basis of political democracy. Something is 
wrong when a political group that completely rejects the 
democratic system (Shining Path) comes to be regarded as 
the third most powerful political party in the country, 
topped only by the Aprista Party, which is not as solid 
today as it was before, and United Left, which is a front, 
not a party. To tell the truth, FREDEMO [Democratic 
Front], Popular Action and the PPC come in fourth, fifth 
and sixth. Obviously, if the point totals of the component 
parts of the Democratic Front were added to that of the 
Front as a whole, it would achieve considerable power. 


In seventh and eighth place are the most powerful parties 
within United Left, the PUM and the PCP, respectively. 
This poses a complex problem for the leftwing conglom- 
erate, because its most powerful partner, the PUM, has 
practically vetoed IU’s leading candidate, Alfonso Bar- 
rantes. Lastly, in 9th and 10th place we find two recently 
crcated groups that bring together the supporters of 
Barrantes and Vargas Llosa: Socialist Convergence and 
the Freedom Movement. It is a significant coincidence 
that in both cases the political groups of the virtual 
candidates for president are less powerful than their 
potential allies in the fronts to which they belong. 


What Are the Most Powerful Political Groups in Peru? 


1. Aprista Party of Peru (PAP) 720 
2. United Left (IU) 596 
3. Shining Path (SL) 471 
4. Democratic Front {FREDEMO) 365 
5. Popular Action (AP) 357 
6. Popular Christian Party (PPC) 323 
7. Mariategvist Unified Party (PUM) 267 
8. Peruvian Communist Party (PCP) 226 
9. Socialist Convergence (CS) 212 
10. Liberty Movement (ML) 198 
11. Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) 133 
12. Solidarity and Democracy (SODE) 84 
13. Revolutionary Socialist Party (PSR) 68 
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14. Independent Civic Union (UCI-National Front 39 
of 
Workers and Peasants) 
15. Communist Party of Peru-Red Fatherland 26 
16. National Union of the Revolutionary Left 18 
(UNIR) 
17. Christian Democrat Party (PDC) 2 
18. Revolutionary Communist Party (PCR) l 


Confidence and Censure 


Former Foreign Minister Allan Wagner is regarded as 
the best minister that the current administration has 
had. Although the Foreign Ministry tends to lend pres- 
tige to its occupants, the result thai the distinguished 
diplomat achieved is certainly striking, inasmuch as his 
tenure has been characterized by somewhat of a low 
profile. Mentioned next is Education Minister Mercedes 
Cabanillas, which is a fine showing for someone who had 
to cope with a lengthy teachers’ strike. Third place went 
to former Economy Minister Luis Alva Castro, who is 
responsible for the Aprista recovery and is a possible 
Aprista presidential candidate thanks, in part, to his 
performance as minister. Other ministers singled out by 
the respondents are Abel Salinas and Remigio Morales 
Bermudez, both survivors from the outset of the admin- 
istration, and Manuel Romero, who resigned as industry 
minister in the wake of the bank nationalization plan. 


According to an overwhelming majority of respondents, 
the worst minister of the current administration was 
former Economy Minister Gustavo Saberbein. Paradoxi- 
cally, many of those who approve of Alva Castro’s perfor- 
mance condemn Saberbein’s, forgetting that the latter was 
the former’s deputy minister. The former minister given 
the second worst marks is Jose Barsallo, whose term as 
head of the Interior Ministry was as unfortunate as his 
performance as chief of the IPSS [Peruvian Institute of 
Social Security]. The third worst performance, according 
to respondents, was turned in by Ilda Urizar. Oddly 
enough, a strike in her sector seriously tarnished her 
public image, in contrast to what happened to her col- 
league the education minister. Other much criticized 
ministers are Guillermo Larco Cox, to whose cabinet the 
three with the lowest marks belonged, and Wilfredo 
Huayta, the former minister of energy and mines. 


The Tickets for 1990 


Most of the respondents agree that the best candidates of 
APRA, the Democratic Front and IU are Luis Alva 
Castro, Mario Vargas Llosa, and Alfonso Barrantes, 
respectively. Various alternatives were proposed by a 
minority of respondents. In APRA there is talk of Alan 
Garcia, who is constitutionally prevented from running, 
and Armando Villanueva, whose chances depend largely 
on his performance as minister. In FREDEMO the best 
alternatives are former President Fernando Belaunde 
and the former mayor of Lima, Eduardo Orrego, both 
from Popular Action. Lastly, Barrantes has practically 
no rivals in IU. Isolated mention is made only of 
Rolando Ames, Agustin Haya and Enrique Eernales. 


PERU 


There is less of a consensus as to vice presidents. Labor 
leader Luis Negreiros, who ran for second vice president 
in 1980, 2,pears on the Aprista “ticket.” Also mentioned 
are Armando Villanueva, Luis Gonzalez Posada, Javier 
Valle Riestra and distinguished Minister Mercedes 
Cabanillas, who would add a feminine touch to the 
Aprista ticket. 


In the case of FREDEMO, most of the respondents felt 
that the candidates for vice president ought to be Eduardo 
Orrego and Felipe Osterling, although they did not agree 
on which vice presidency. Other names are Vargas Llosa 
for first vice president (among those who propose Fer- 
nando Belaunde Terry as presidential candidate) and 
Alberto Borea for second vice president. The fiery PPC 
deputy would add a touch of youth to the Front’s ticket. 


IU’s best ticket would be the one that ran in the 1985 
elections. At least as far as the first vice presidency is 
concerned, most of the respondents agreed that the spot 
should go to Enrique Bernales, the leader of the PSR and 
of the new Socialist Convergence. Other politicians 
mentioned for this job are Rolando Ames, a leftwing 
independent, and Agustin Haya of the PUM. For the 
second vice presidency the names of Haya, Bernales and 
Henry Pease, the intellectual and former mayor of Lima, 
are mentioned repeatedly. It is also interesting to note 
that Javier Silva Ruete was mentioned as a good candi- 
date for second vice president on any of these three 
tickets; APRA, FREDEMO and IU. Such universal 
mention means that we should keep an eye on him. 


The 1990 Elections 


One worrisome finding in the survey is that two-thirds of 
the respondents believe that the 1990 elections are going 
to manipulated. In other words, although elections will 
quite likely be held (showing a healthy confidence in the 
continuity of the system), they are not expected to be too 
clean, albeit not completely fraudulent either. Perhaps 
some respondents were talking about government med- 
dling such as preceded the most recent municipal elec- 
tions (and which during the final week reversed the 
grassroots trend in favor of Jorge del Castillo) rather 
than tampering with the ballot boxes, which would be 
manifestly unacceptable. 


Fifty-three percent of the respondents felt that the 1990 
elections would be manipulated; 21 percent said they 
would be clean; 5 percent said they would be fraudulent, 
and | percent said they would not take place (coup 
d’etat). 


Reasons for Winning and Losing 


Four of every five respondents thought that Barrantes 
could win the elections. The main reasons were his 
undeniable charisma, grassroots backing and modera- 
tion, which is very appropriate after the impetuous style 
of Alan Garcia. Other arguments in his favor are his 
being perceived as the only alternative for change after 
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the failure of “the right” and APRA, his well-run city 
government and the administration’s discredit. As for 
Vargas Llosa, opinion is more divided. Somewhat less 
than half feel that he has a chance to win. Working in his 
favor are his great prestige and his portrayal of himself as 
the choice of independents. 


He is also mentioned for his charisma and intelligence. 
The reasons for his possible defeat would be that he has 
a rightist image and a limited social base, comes across 
poorly to low-income sectors and is politically inexperi- 
enced. Luis Alva Castro’s chances of victory are very 
slim. Only one of five respondents thinks that he could 
win the 1990 elections. The arguments in his favor are 
contradictory. Some speak of his good performance in 
the current administration and others of his separation 
from it. Reference is also made to the disciplined Aprista 
vote and to a possible manipulation of the elections. As 
for the reasons for his possible defeat, most have to do 
with the wear and tear on the administration, poor 
performance and the economic crisis. Several also cite 
his lack of charisma and his problems with Alan Garcia. 


Power Below the Surface 


When political science studies power, it generally does so 
in terms of individuals and institutions. The influence 
that collective states of mind have on the course of 
events is often ignored. Hence, DEBATE decided to 
evaluate this facet. 


The results are not very encouraging. Frustration, indif- 
ference and fear are the most powerful states of mind in 
our country. In contrast, enthusiasm and patriotism 
have little influence (in other words, power) in Peruvian 
society. This “power below the surface”’ warrants special 
attention from intellectuals and politicians because the 


PERU 


day that some leader succeeds in arousing collective 
enthusiasm without causing subsequent frustrations will 
be the day that enormous energy for national develop- 
ment is unleashed. 


Letter 

Callao, 18 June 1988 

Mr Augusto Alvarez, publisher DEBATE Lima 
Dear Sir: 


Thank you for having considered me among those you 
have consulted and asked for their opinion. 


Last year I did not respond to you. There were two 
reasons. First, I am too analytical for such surveys. 
Making distinctions would be tedious. I pay special 
attention to whether it is for good, as one would assume, 
or for ill, as sometimes in fact is the case. 


The second reason, which is connected with the first, is 
that I do not believe that there is a political figure or 
party that can give a minimum of assurances that the 
multiple levels of corruption will be lowered. Years ago | 
said in a pastoral letter that reducing corruption by just 
50 percent would bear great fruits. I feel that as long as 
multiple corruption is not diminished, the economy will 
be unlikely to improve. 


Moreover, you do not talk about the power of TV, above 
all, radio and printed matter. It is very great, and good 
does not come of it. 


May this letter serve to spare me from responding to 
your request on an issue that is indeed of interest. 


Sincerely, 


Ricardo Durand Florez, S.J. Archbishop-Bishop of 
Callao 
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